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NOTHING TO FEAR 


Montréal’s once-legendary nightclub, Kox, 
fe has been resurrected as an interactive 
and adaptive community gallery space. 
Co-owner Yves Becker tells Outlooks 
writer Brad Malmberg what all the fuss is 
about. 
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GOIN’ DOWN 


Outlooks’ own Pat Johnson, partner in 
m tow, takes us on a Kerouac-y journey 
into the American heartland. He liked 
what he saw—dquestion is, will you? 


EAR FOR ART; 
os 8 8 8 8 8 8 © we EYE FOR MUSIC 


Toronto’s Shawn Skeir is no 


Flashdance-in-the-pan, so says 
ON THE COVER contributor Rick Matthews after a 


Chris doesn’t wear his heart on his chance New Year’s encounter on a 
sleeve—and we don’t think anyone shi 5 tp Fadl 
will have any complaints! dancefloor. Curious? Then join us Pee os 
Photographed by Graham Major at for a look into the artist’s colourful : es AN 
_ Urban Sky Studio. Layout by rete es abe 


Shawn Screpnek 


February 2004 
Share The Ga y Wore! 


Become a pick-up spot 


rome Carry Outlooks in 
Festoaiah , your place of business 


It's absolutely PRES to you 


Drive lucrative gay 
traffic to your location 


To learn more about this pane opportunity contact us ois ee eo Tilt CARS : 


email: EIN ache ca or phone toll-free: 1-888-228-11 


OUTLEQKS February 2004 3 
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Dear Outlooks, 


As an avid follower of your Out & About pages, | must admit | was a little disap- 
pointed when | opened the January issue and saw re-cap photos instead of current 
coverage. Was there a reason for this? | wanted to ask the question, even though it 
wasn't why | wrote you this letter. 


What | wanted to say was, as someone who lives in a city as vibrant and open as 
Vancouver, | sometimes forget how life is for people in other places. Based in what I’ve 
seen in both the Out & About Winnipeg and Outpost Winnipeg sections, it seems to 
me that the community there is full of people who really want to play a part in making 
their city a fun and enjoyable place to live. They should all be commended for their 
efforts. 


| have to say that one thing that did come out of the Year in Review sections was the 
Winnipeg queen with the Timbit on her finger—lI love that shot! | missed it the first 
time around but now it’s on my fridge. Whoever she is, | want to thank her and your 
photographer for making me smile every time | get milk for my coffee or open the door 
o “file away” leftovers. 


R. Bergen 
Vancouver 
The Editor Responds: 


Based on evidence presented, it would indeed seem that Winnipeg is a 
bastion of fun on the cruel, harsh prairies, and I’m sure members of their 
community appreciate you noticing their efforts. As for the Year in Review 
spreads, we thought it would be nice to give our hardworking photo contrib- 
utors a bit of time off to enjoy the season’s parties as “regular’”’ people for a 
change. This move also helped us to get the January Outlooks into our racks 
in a timely manner on New Year’s Eve, or just slightly thereafter. 


Outlooks, 


As a member of this community, | think it’s very disturbing that, the January Letter 
from the Editor took such a cavalier approach to addressing diversity in the GLBT 
population. In it, David Crosson appears to be endorsing a motto of “Be yourself at all 
costs”—even when that cost means embarassing the rest of your community by living 
as a stereotype. Effeminate gay men don’t do themselves or others in their community 
any favours by living up to negative expectations, and telling people that they can’t 
change their behaviour (or, even worse, shouldn’t) is irresponsible and naive. If we're 
going to get anywhere with equal rights in this country, it’s going to be by showing 
straight Canada how much we are like them, not by how different or strange we can 
be. The time has come for the gay community to grow up and act like responsible 
citizens. 


J. Perl 
Saskatoon 
The Editor Responds: 


Call me irresponsible and naive (oh, wait, you just did) but I stand by my 
assertion that this community’s strength lies as much in its differences as it 
does in its similarities. Do you honestly believe that anything worthwhile 
can be achieved by people pretending to be something or someone that 
they’re not? Now who’s being naive? 


If you think equality based on embracing “acceptable” (by whose defini- 
tion, please?) behaviours and personality traits is an equality worth having, 
then go for it—but please count me out of that particular campaign. And 
really, isn’t that rather like saying African-Americans who don’t look and act 
like Bryant Gumbel should continue to sit at the back of the bus? 


I find it surprising in your letter that you feel so comfortable using the 
term “community” as freely as you do, when clearly your definition of it is 
such a narrow one. I’m going to go out on a limb here, J. Perl, and ask you 


DEDICATED TO PROVIDING 
QUALITY FINANCIAL 
LEADERSHIP, MANAGEMENT 
& BUSINESS SERVICES 


FOR SMALL TO MEDIUM-SIZED BUSINESSES, 
NOT-FOR-PROFIT & OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS INCLUDING BUSINESSES 
IN THE HEALTH & FITNESS INDUSTRY 


www.akrpc.ca 


4 February 2004 "O Uv _ LEQKs 


to come clean: are you a deeply closeted homosexual or just a cranky 
straight person lashing out in times of change? If I’m mistaken in my assess- 
ment please forgive me, but it is, | think, an easy mistake to make based on 
the way you view some of your fellow “community members”. From where 
I stand, there’s very little that’s gay about your attitudes, by any definition of 
the word. But, then again, it takes all kinds to make the world go ’round, 
doesn’t it? 
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The politics of love 


By Roy Heale 


This is the month that we celebrate love, relationships and 
commitments, however they occur in our lives. According 
to most accounts, Valentine’s Day began in the time of the 
Roman Empire, but there are varying theories as to its 
exact origin. Some experts claim that St.Valentine was 
a Roman who refused to give up Christianity and, 
when he became a martyr on February 14, 269 A.D., 
he left a farewell note for his jailer’s daughter signed 
“From your Valentine”. Other scholars believe that 
during the reign of Emperor Claudius, St. Valentine 
was a priest who was imprisoned for defying the 
emperor, and Pope Gelasius set aside February |4 to 
honour him. Regardless of which theory is accurate, 
St.Valentine became the patron saint of love and this 
date has evolved as a time to exchange messages of 
love, irrespective of the genders involved in a 
relationship. 


Perhaps the best Valentine’s gift we could all hope 
for on February |!4 this year would be for “newly 
crowned” Prime Minister Paul Martin to take a real stand 
of the issue of same-sex marriage. Confusion about the origin of this day of love should 
not be an excuse for our prime minister to waffle and waver on this important issue. 
Before his ascension as leader of the Liberal 
party, Mr. Martin seemed to be in favour of 
equality for all Canadians, but now he seems to 
be leaning towards unequal civil unions for 
same-sex couples. Which is it, Mr. Prime 
Minister? Or, more importantly, which will it be? 


In recent weeks, we have learned that two 
extremely gay-friendly Liberal MPs are in a 
struggle for their political futures, neither one 
knowing for sure if she will receive the party’s 
nomination to run in her own riding in the next 
election. Both Hedy Fry in Vancouver and Sheila 
Copps in Hamilton have demonstrated their 
honest and unwavering support for the GLBT 
community, and it seems that each of them has 
an uncertain future in Paul Martin’s party. Is this 
just a coincidence or is there a hidden agenda 
to move the Liberals more toward the 
conservative right, especially with the gay Copps at the 25th Anniversary 
marriage issue? After all, it would be easier o¢ Vancouve Pride 
for our prime minister to eliminate 
supporters of gay marriage from his party than to stand up and take a positive position 
on behalf of all Canadians. 


Almost at the same time, President George Bush used his recent state of the union 
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speech to make it quite clear that he and 
his Republican Party will defend the institu- 
tion of marriage as the union between one 
man and one woman. It’s not good—or 
surprising—news, but at least our neigh- 
bours south of the border know where 
they stand and what they are actually voting 
| for this November in the next presidential 
election. By the time our next general 
election is called (probably this spring), can 
we expect Paul Martin to be so decisive 
and outspoken? Or is he going to waffle 
and walk the political middle ground that 
leaves all Canadians in the dark and uncer- 
| tain as to who and what they're voting for? 
Jean Chrétien must be smiling in the middle 
of a Florida golf course as he reflects upon 
the legacy he passed onto this rookie 
Liberal government. Despite some obvious 
faults, Jean Chrétien was a leader who 
knew who he was. Now, will the real Paul Martin please 
stand up and defend himself? 


Hedy Fry, Liberal MP for 
Vancouver-Centre, pictured 
here with Vancouver 
booster Angus Praught at 
the Coronation Ball. 


At least many of us know our position provincially—Ralph Klein has chosen to join the 
“Bush league” in denouncing gay marriage, 
but Ontario and B.C. have made it clear that 
they'll welcome you to tie the knot on their 
soil. It may not be a perfect solution, but it’s 
the only one we've got for the time being. 
There’s also a bit of satisfaction in knowing 
that, once legally married, no federal govern- 
ment can divorce you, here or anywhere 
else! 
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In light of recent political developments, | 
think it might be nice to take a moment to 
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Oh, for God’s sake people! 


By John Coulbourn 


God deliver me, but lately | can’t seem to stop trying to figure out just what kind of bee 
has taken up residence in the bonnet of Cardinal Jean-Claude Turcotte. 


Or maybe | should say mitre, him being a prince of the church and all. Turcotte, you will 
recall, is the man behind the decision to screen would-be priests for HIV before allowing 
them to take up training at the historic Grand Séminaire de Montréal. 


Now, at first blush, you’re probably thinking that this is merely the latest twist in the 
Roman Catholic Church’s century-old war on gays—and considering the underhanded way 
this war has been waged, | can understand why you might think that. But, on sober second 
thought, when one considers the vagaries of the AIDS virus, one has to rule it out, for by 
now even a cardinal must surely know that a) not all gays are infected with said virus and 
b) not all those infected with said virus are indeed gay. 


Besides, the Cardinal himself assured the ladies and gentlemen of the fifth estate that this 
was not the case at a news conference back in mid January, insisting that “This is not a witch- 
hunt”. Instead, Turcotte insists that it is all about the potential candidates’ “capacity for 
celibacy”, by which | guess we are to assume that the Cardinal has put his hands on research 
that proves conclusively that having a deadly virus running amok in one’s system is just the 
thing to crank the old libido into overdrive. 


Either that or he’s still wandering in the wilderness of the early days of the AIDS 
epidemic, where it was assumed that only the most promiscuous in our community were 
at risk. Sadly, it soon became obvious to the world at large that all it took to contract AIDS 
was one partner. Of course, it also became obvious just about as quickly that, despite the 
most fervent prayers of more than a few religious zealots, AIDS was not a disease that 
would stay politely in the gay community. By now, we all know straight men and women 
(the latter, of course, would immediately fail Turcotte’s physical examination for the priest- 
hood anyway, but that’s another rant) and even children whose bodies are now unwilling, 
even unwitting hosts to this deadly virus. 


And while our community realized a long time ago that anyone infected with this disease 
is deserving of our compassion—whether they fell victim to it through sex, drug abuse or 
even tainted blood—obviously Turcotte and his gang, despite the fact that Christ embraced 
fallen women, lepers and even tax collectors, still seem to see AIDS as a justifiable reason 
to cast out the afflicted. 


But Turcotte defends the decision by insisting that some men might not even know they 
have the virus, adding that being a priest is a lifetime choice—and while that all sounds very 
nice on the surface of things, | can’t for the life of me figure out what in hell one of them 
has to do with the other. | may not know that | have a heart murmur either, or that | carry 
a genetic time bomb in my bloodstream that may end up giving me something like ALS or 
worse, but ultimately, when you boil it down, living is a lifetime choice and none of us, not 
even Turcotte, is going to get out of here alive. It’s a crapshoot at best and the medical exam 
doesn’t exist that will guarantee beyond a doubt that any of us are going to wake up 
tomorrow morning—and so much for the Catholic Church's long tradition of compassion, 
it seems. 


Still, Turcotte insists that the decision to test for HIV does not represent a witch hunt 
and that a candidate for the priesthood must expect to have his past sexual behaviour 
scrutinized, although apparently that’s only important if it’s landed you with a deadly disease 
that is sometimes (but not always) transmitted homo- and heterosexually. So, what it finally 
comes down to is what Turcotte hopes to achieve with this new policy—and that’s where 
| draw a blank. | mean, | could see it if he was running a members-only bathouse that 
specialized in barebacking—but, hey, we are talking about the priesthood of the Roman 
Catholic Church here ... 


In the end, perhaps, it isn’t all that important considering the fact that, last year, the Grand 
Séminaire de Montréal only attracted three candidates for the priesthood, where once it 
attracted dozens. And considering the Roman Catholic Church’s attitude toward 
homosexuality these days, if any of those three are gay, I'd be more concerned with their |Q 
than their HIV status, come to think of it. W 


John Coulbourn is a native Albertan who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto, where he covers performing arts for the Toronto 
Sun. 

Correction: 

Please note that the toll-free number given for the Gay & Lesbian 
Professional Athletes Association in the December ‘03 issue 
(“Homophobia’s high score”) was wrong; the correct number for the group 
is 1-866-409-4522, not 1-800-409-4522 
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The cost of caring 


By David King 


After serving Edmonton’s HIV community for nearly two decades, HIV Edmonton 
came dangerously close to shutting down in January, when its former insurance 
company announced it would no longer provide liability insurance to the organiza- 
tion. 


Only a few days before having to close its doors, one insurance company finally 
came to the rescue. And, while Executive Director Sherry McKibben is heaving a sigh 
of relief, she admits the crisis has opened a much larger can of worms. “The insur- 
ance market is really volatile right now”, says McKibben, “and | think a lot of non- 
profit organizations are going to be susceptible to problems like this. When | 
attended a recent consultation by the volunteer sector on insurance coverage with 
other non-profits, | found out one colleague pays $30,000 per year, while another was 
[subject to] a $10,000 deductible because it was the only way they could afford their 
insurance.” 


Last fall, McKibben began to read the writing on the wall when the organization 
inquired about more complete coverage for its existing policy. Their hope was fora 
general commercial policy offering both on- and off-premises liability. In a surprising 
response, McKibben discovered the contract would not be renewed at all, and in 
seeking more information behind the decision, it quickly became apparent that HIV 
Edmonton was not going to get their answers easily. 


“There was a whole combination of factors involved,” says McKibben. “There is 
the insurance industry itself, and then there’s also a misperception about HIV, keeping 
with our studies that people simply have a lack of information. It had all fallen into 
this vortex.” 


HIV Edmonton is the only organization in the city providing both harm reduction 
and health education services, assisting approximately 140 HIV-positive individuals 
and delivering its prevention message to at least 10,000 people per year. Faced with 
the prospect of having no protection for its services, its eleven staff members and the 
countless volunteers who help keep things running, HIV Edmonton's plight for insur- 
ance quickly rose in the media, while the organization was bounced back and forth 
from the minister of health to the Insurance Council of Alberta for support. Both 
agencies took note of the matter but were reluctant to intervene. 


To make matters worse, a domino effect of refusal from more than ten other insur- 
ance companies ensued this winter, each one unravelling less hope for the organiza- 
tion’s future. McKibben notes that, amidst the rationale behind the rejections, HIV 
Edmonton’s services unnecessarily came into play, including its needle exchange and 
methadone programs. “The perceived risk of the methadone program is the same as 
any other program here”, McKibben stresses. “One of our insurance applications was 
to have a medical facility. A physician provides the treatment and we provide the 
social work. And while we're not providing the treatment, it is perceived we are.” 


McKibben is extremely proud of the perseverance of her staff and volunteers 
during the ordeal, particularly their dedication to the community itself. “We tried to 
develop a motto as we were trying to cope with this,” McKibben says. “We decided 
that we would ‘live until we die’, that if we had to close we would deal with it and 
still find a way to carry on.” 


The group’s dedication was rewarded only three days before closing its doors—a 
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fast save, indeed, but one that carries with it a heftier price tag than the group had 
bargained for. Despite the more comprehensive policy, HIV Edmonton now expects 
a 400 percent increase in their insurance costs, at a time when government funding 
is falling behind on keeping up with increased costs. McKibben worries that increased 
operational expenses translate directly to fewer programs and services, and warns 
that other non-profits must take heed quickly. 


“At this point, there are two possible outcomes to solve situations like this,” she 
says. The governments intervene and provide insurance, or we work together as non- 
profits to find some sort of self-insurance. The Alberta Community Council on HIV 
commented some time ago, and | think they said it best—it’s a canary in a coalmine 
scenario.” W 


David King is a freelance journalist currently residing in Edmonton. A writer, performer 
and director, he is the co-founding Artistic Director of Montreal’s OUT Productions. 
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By Dale Smith 


Title: Boy’s Briefs 2 
Studio: Picture This! 
Directed By: 


Antonio Hens, Barry Dignam, 
Guillem Morales, Alexander 
Pfeuffeur, Jeremy Podeswa, 
ean-Francois Monette 


Release Date: 2002 


A collection of six short films, each 
dealing with the topics of lust and desire in 
a gay context, makes for some great 
viewing. What is especially great about this 
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collection is how international it is, where 
the films come from—Spain, Ireland, 
Germany, Canada—and not an American 
short in sight, which is a refreshing change. 
Those films in Spanish and German are 
equipped with English subtitles, which in my 
opinion are far better than dubbed dialogue 
as you capture more of the original flavour 
of the dialogue. 


The first film is Doors Cut Down, a seven- 
teen minute Spanish film from Antonio 
Hens. It follows the lusty adventures of 
sixteen-year-old Guillermo as he cruises 
the local shopping mall. The film focuses on 
the cultural context of being gay in Spain 
and how rampant the homophobia can be. 
Guillermo draws strength in his defiance 
and makes his own stand. The film is 
refreshingly honest in its boldness. Very 
enjoyable. 


The second film is a mere three minutes 
long. Chicken is by Barry Dignam and hails 
from Ireland. It chronicles a game of dare 
between two boys. Touching, in a way. 


Selection number three is the second 
Spanish film, entitled Backroom, directed by 
Guillem Morales. Anyone who's seen an 
episode of the American Queer As Folk will 
be familiar with the backroom concept, 
though this film portrays it a little grittier, 
resulting in more realism than we would 
see on the popular, glamourized cable 
series. The thirteen minutes are spent 
primarily in the — shifting internal 


~ Toronto ON 


Tel:416 AW.STATIERS.CA 


monologues of the patrons as they each 
look to get off, or to perhaps make some 
kind of connection but what they think and 
what they actually do becomes a strange 
dichotomy. Great background beat, great 
ending. 

Breakfast? is a German film directed by 
Alexander Pfeuffeur, weighing in at fourteen 
minutes long. The story follows Boris in 
pursuit of Till, as they go from public 
swimming pool to nightclub, to Boris’ new 
apartment. The problem here is Till’s 
wandering eye and both realize that 
something has to give. It’s a nice, fluffy tale, 
which warms us before the fifth offering. 


Touch is a deeply disturbing drama, 
touching on themes of physical and psycho- 
logical abuse and how it distorts one’s 
perception of desire. Stylistically, it is poetic 
and disconnecting, with an adult narrating 
the internal monologue of a teenager, giving 
us a sense of distance. The film comes from 
Canadian director Jeremy Podeswa and is 
so compelling in its discomfort that one 
hardly notices that thirty minutes have 
suddenly gone by. 


The sixth and final film is another 
Canadian product, this one titled Take-Out, 
directed by Jean-Francois Monette. It is also 
the longest of all of the films at thirty-eight 
minutes. The story follows the journey of 
high school student Rory as he meets 
someone during his lousy after-school 
delivery job. Rory’s new-found friend opens 


Sunday $1.75 Shooter specials all day 


Monday Free pool all day 
Tuesday $1.75 draft all day 


his eyes about same-sex desire. This film 
was very enjoyable—probably my favourite 
of all of the films in this collection. 


If you get this on DVD, you can have the 
option of seeing each film individually un- 
hosted, or all together hosted. Hosting 
them is former gay poster boy du jour 
Danny Roberts, of MTV’s The Real World, 
New Orleans. Roberts is actually the low 
point of the entire collection, with his flat 
and uninspired delivery between films. If it 
weren't for the interesting trivia anecdotes 
he relates, | would otherwise recommend 
that you watch them un-hosted. Other 
DVD special features include filmmaker 
bios and trailers for the films. Altogether, 
this collection was highly enjoyable. Not 
everything is presented unrealistically as 
sunshine and lollipops. | would certainly 
recommend this set to anyone. W 


Favourite Scene: 


Guillermo’s moment of public 


defiance in “Doors Cut Down”. 
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It’s love! That’s right, kids—love is busting Out all over. But before you burst, 
take a peek at what makes you and your Valentine such perfect heartthrobs for 
one another—or maybe even not! 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 


Gay Rams are ardent lovers who sweep you off your feet. Although they are 
more of a brush fire rather than an eternal flame, they can certainly s 
underbrush on fire! Play hard to get—they loooove a challenge. Once you lass 
randy Ram, they are yours forever. This buckaroo is the most loyal of the fire signs 
and goes well with: Gemini (Twins are great for feeding the Ram’s ego); Aqueerius 
(quirky enough to pique the Rams attention); and Libra (sexy, yet stealthy). 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 


Queer Bulls are sensual lovers if you give them the chance. But if you 


and be asleep by th 1 
but they do have ama 
your bathtub with ch 


oak Who else would fill mn 
se? Good signs for Taurus are: 


jac for these mental- 
tin case they forget 
em crazy are: Sagittarius (adventurous and 
eo (they shower them with gifts and praise); 
h Rambo around the house?) 


cases. Slip a sensuous — if into their w: 
what you look like. Signs t 
earthy—what is a poor Twi 


Aries (who has time to wan 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 


Pink Crabs are sensitive and crave constant attention. Don’t ever park them by 
the bar so you can go off and schmooze—you'll come home to a chilly reception, 
a cold bed and no supper. They demand every ounce of your love. Ever thought 
of starting a family? Consider a Crab. They would give up any career (such that 
it is) to raise the little mites and will have a hot meal waiting for you when you 
return home after a hard day. Match them with: Taurus (will happily eat at home 
every night); Virgo (earthy, yet loyal); and Capricorn (delivers the Crab into the lap 
of luxury—what’s not to like?) 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 


Proud Lions have robust sexual appetites. It’s a lucky Valentine who has this cat 
in their tank because when they are hot, they are out to demonstrate that they 
are numero uno. If you want to keep this lion roaming your cage, be sure to pile on 
the praise (deserved or not...). Playing a sidekick is a small price to pay for years 
of fun and gifts that they can amply provide. Leos’ best matches are: Gemini (they 
give the best pillow talk); Libra (a charmer who loves beautiful things); and Aries 
(what happens when two fiery orbs collide?) 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 


The gay Virgin possesses a combination of great emotional depth and sizzling 
earthiness that satisfies any appetite. They are loyal: once they commit, they are in 
it for the long term. Don’t be surprised if, after the second date, they pull up to 
your door with a U-Haul containing all their worldly possessions (labelled in neatly 
sealed boxes). Imagine all those years to come with a scrubbed tub! You'll appre- 
ciate it after all those scented oil bubble baths. Virgo can warm their cockles with: 
Pisces (very romantic); Cancer (loyal and loving); and Taurus (they will never get 


farther than the distance from the bedroom to the kitchen). 
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LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 


This charmer is a sex magnet who is blessed with both internal and external 
beauty. Are you interested in this gorgeous creature? Remember that their hot 
spot is in the mind, so first send a charming little love note that fuels their vanity. 
Then whisk them off to some beautiful locale to wine and dine. Share your 
deepest secrets—a queer Libra will never hold them against you (unless you beg!) 
and may give you new perspective. Libras especially love: Leos (generous to a 
fault—hoor; Aries (sex, sex and more sex); and Sagittarius (adventure and 


excitement). 


a omoeen 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 


nd soar to the highest heights? Find yourself a hot pink 
they ask you to play “slave” to their “master” during 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 


Gay Archers have a healthy sexual appetite and are generous in their affections. 
They are physical but not emotional, so commitment may be difficult for them. 
Give them room to roam and trust them to make the right decisions on their own. 
There is nothing more frustrating for a Sag than to have their every move probed. 
Probe into other things and leave their whereabouts alone... “Archers tend to 
wander to: Aqueerius (lets explore things together); Leo (big ideas and other 
things—ahem!); and Libra (gives Sage poise and grace. Grace who?) 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 


There is no more considerate lover available than a pink Cap. Tell them how 
wonderful and sexy they are and they will blossom like a rare orchid. Treat them 
well and you'll have some hot stuff to warm you in your old age. Caps have a deep 
capacity for love and downright dirty sex. They are also possessive, so if you are 
flighty or indiscriminate, rein it in or fuggedaboudit, bud. A Cap can top it off with: 
a Scorpio (power plays create a surge); Taurus (let’s get earthy together); and Virgo 
(scrub-a-dub, bub). 


AQUEERIUS (JANUARY 2! - FEBRUARY 19) 


Aqueerians ask you the most personal questions about your dreams and hopes. 
After a night of passion, there comes the dawn of clarity. It wasn’t you, personally, 
that they were interested in; it was the concept of you. Yet it is not impossible to 
capture the heart of this Wilde wanderer. Learn to be independent and have a few 
unusual thoughts available for a rousing discussion. Join them in their causes and, 
finally, grow a thick skin—you’ll need it. The best signs for an Aqueerius are: 
Sagittarius (as independent as they are); Aries (pushy enough to capture and 
conquer them); and Gemini (meeting of the minds, if nothing else). 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 


Guppies are naturally sugary and juicy and ready to share their sticky sweets. 
This sign aches for a faithful relationship. They are in love with love and can’t wait 
to find a lover with whom to share their dreams of blissful happiness. They love 
children and avidly seek a partnership with a like-minded soul. If you settle in with 
a gay Fish, expect the pitter-patter of little feet—and | don’t mean cats! The best 
signs to swim with Pisces are: Scorpio (boils a Fish’s tank); Capricorn (money and 
good looks!); and Virgo (who understands you, baby’). W 


(c) 2004 MADAM LICHTENSTEIN, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 


Entertainment Purposes Only. Adapted from my book HerScopes; A Guide To 


For 


Astrology For Lesbians from Simon & Schuster Pick up a copy at your favourite book 
vendor or order through www. TheStarryEye.com. Gripes and good tidings can be 


e-mailed directly to Madam Lichtenstein at TheStarryEye@aol.com 
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Renaissance man 


| first met Shawn Skeir while dancing my butt off at a New Year's party. While | was grooving 
to the constant bass of the music, | heard him sing over the beat—| was impressed—the man 
could carry a tune. | was even more impressed when | later found out he was a talented visual 
artist who's been carving his way out in the Toronto arts scene for over a decade. 


Our chat in the dance club began with him challenging me to name any song | could think 
of. He was convinced he could sing the tune | picked and create a one-of-a-kind remix. At 
that moment, the only song that came to mind was Irene Cara’s What a Feeling (| blame my 
selection on the champagne). Skeir wasn’t kidding—soon a bunch of us were laughing, dancing 
and having Flashdance flashbacks. My friends joined in the fun 
and ran through their mental playlists. He nailed them all. I’m 
sure the deejay would have been impressed, too, if he’d heard 
him. 

When the night ended, | handed my card to Skeir because 
his unique personality piqued my interest. We made plans to 
meet up for a drink a couple of weeks later. Skeir had just 
returned from New York where he’d scored himself a new 
agent and was hard at work getting material together to send 
his way. 

On a recent dull winter day—one of those ones when you 
feel more inclined to just lay in bed rather than even think of 
trekking outside—we made last minute plans to meet for 
coffee. Winter in Toronto can be described in three words: 
bleak, grey and slushy. | figured an engaging conversation and 
a big cup of java were just what | needed to stop my longing 

thoughts of white sand beaches and warm sun. So, | slogged my way 
to meet Skeir and see if my intuition about him was right. It was. It didn’t take long before 
we were busy talking about everything, from what it’s like to live in Toronto, to the devotion 
it takes to follow your passions and go your own way. Ina city where the first question out 
of people’s mouths is “What do you do?”, Skeir demonstrated he has no time to care about 
the Joneses—or keeping up with them. 


Toronto artist 
Shawn Skeir 


He’s a man who doesn't like labels and, although it would be easy to draw stereotypes and 
say this is the type of thing you'd expect any artist to say, he comes by it honestly. Skeir was 
raised in Halifax but has called Toronto home since 1989. He paints and he sings—a small guy 
with a big set of lungs. He has always straddled the fence when it comes to his work and his 
life.“‘] just don’t have time for labels,” he says, “people should just be who they are.” There’s an 
unedited honesty in the way Skeir speaks and | wondered if this demeanor transferred to his 
work (it does) and we spent all our time talking about his art rather than his singing. 


As | flipped through his portfolio, drank my coffee and listened to him talk about some of 
the pieces, | couldn’t help but notice their vibrancy. Often preferring to paint on wood rather 
than canvas, the graphic nature of his art is easy to spot. I’m no professional when it comes 
to art, but there’s an accessibility to his work that’s refreshing—something Skeir takes pride 
in. He says that in his work he likes to “explore the relationship between pop media, colours 
and forms of contemporary design.” After a looking at his work, | could see what he was 
talking about. 


Skeir’s logo, a piece called “Walking 
Celebration”, is one he created almost | 
by accident, one which ended up 
becoming a major theme in his work. He 
was playing around with the style found | 
in Japanese calligraphy and, he says, 
“twenty seconds later | had this”. The | 
piece seems to most succinctly depict 
Skeir’s hope that his work will “praise, | 
evoke and celebrate”. He later used the | 
figures in “Walking Celebration” in a 7 
number of other pieces and is now , 
taking this piece in a new direction and | 
creating a line of design merchandise © 
such as bags and shirts. 


‘ Shawn Skeir’s 5 Kings 


“My esthetics have to do with creating a vision of the abstract,” says Skeir. As | learned 
more about him, | could understand how his studies in visual design, printmaking and photog- 
raphy inform and merge in his pieces. As | muddled about while talking with him about his 
art, Skeir was not the least bit high-brow, simp!y laid back with a subtle pride about his 
work—work he’s always trying to get out there. 


Skeir is still fast at work trying to get a website up for himself. For as long as he can 
remember he’s also been selling his own work, and is now at a stage were, he says, “juggling it 
all is getting to be a bit much”. He plans to scale back his involvement with the sales end of 
things and focus simply on spending time on his art—art that brings in a pretty little penny. 
Skeir, who has been living almost exclusively off his work for ten years, doesn’t fit the starving 
artist stereotype, but | guess after fifteen years hard at work you'd hope your passion would 
pay off. 

Coffees finished, and snow beginning to fall outside, we bid our farewells. But as | walked 
along Bloor St. afterwards, | couldn’t help but find myself singing a little |rene Cara (to myself, 
of course!) and feeling at least a little inspired by Skeir to devote more time to the hobbies | 
love. And | didn’t even notice how awful the weather was... go figure! 


Shawn Skeir can be reached by e-mail at: sskeir@sympatico.ca 
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! Hope That Bitch 
Martha Gets Life! 
Diva-cum-domestic- 
goddess, Mr. Devon 
Mills, with her “special 
guest chef” at an 
audition taping for the 
new show Cooking’s A 
Drag. 


Brolly Babe 


year’s show theme, “Seasons”. 


Hair-raising Excitement 
Contributing local designer Shae 
Barry (he of the firey locks on the 
right) with stylemaker Corey Wyness. 


VICTORIA PARK 
COMMUNITY HALL 


A Good Time Had by All 
Media launch hostess Maram, flanked by 
guests Loren (left) and Steve. 


Making Shy 
Therese puts on her best “game face” at 

the ticket counter, while Bev makes the the 
most of some attractive camoflage. ee. 
Smiles All Round? 

Well, two outta three ain’t bad! Brent and Tim 
(far left & far right, respectively) flash us their 
pearly whites, while Chad plays coy with a grin. 


Planning an event in Calgary? 
Contact Kevin or Cap at 
(403) 228-1157 
and we'll see about covering 
it in Out & About. 
Photos By: Outlooks Staff 
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Lights! Camera! LUCKY 


Smile! A Caring Bunch 

AIDS Calgary's Select members of the 
Interim Acting Calgary Cares 2004 cast. 
Director, Garth Standing in the second row 
Goertz with the are Show Producer Jocelyn 


agency’s Director of Flanagan, of E=MC2 (left) 
and Event Chair Jim Button, 


of The Event Group. 


Communications 
and Development, 
Katherine Morton. 


A New Look for Casual Fridays? 
Giving the crowd a little “soft shoe” to 
get things rolling. 


No Problems With This 


Alberta Beef! 
A taste of things to come for 
the 2004 event. 


Hello, Sunshine! 
We think it’s time to re- 

evaluate the appeal of 
yellow in a wardrobe... 


The Look isTray Chic 
Ever wonder what “naked sushi” looks like? 
Well, now you know. Let's see those straight 
boys try to stay on a diet! 


Niecdelis 
Vantec 
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> covers and Don't You Wish? 
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Taking back the night? 


By Peter Carlyle-Gordge 


The times they are a-changing. And nowhere more so than on the gay and lesbian bar scene 
in Winnipeg. 

A couple of years ago, Ms. Purdy’s, the local lesbian bar, closed, having finally given up its 
financial struggles. At about the same time, Gio’s bar abandoned its premises on Sherbrook 
Street, where it shared a building with Happenings Social Club, owned through the Sum Quod 
Sum Society. At age thirty-two, it claims to be the oldest gay social club in Canada. Both clubs 
are membership-based and non-profit. 


Gio’s moved to larger, swankier premises on Smith Street right in the heart of the city, 
leaving Happenings somewhat isolated in its old location. Though Gio’s managed to move 
successfully, renovation costs indebted it heavily to the bank. It also lost some of its former 
clientele—especially the more mature crowd—because the new club was geared more to the 
young set. The needs of older clients were just 
ignored, so they voted with their wallets and stayed 
| home—or went to the privately owned, friendlier 
| Club 200 just down the street. 


Gio’s warehouse-like space didn’t exactly 
encourage more intimate group settings and there 
were complaints about the music being too loud, too 
much drag, no food service and a general feeling that 
the club, which always prided itself on being the “heart 
4 of the community”, had turned its back on the needs 
| of important, loyal, older segments of the gay and 
lesbian customer base. Some critics say the board 

was isolated and failed to communicate with clients. 


Club Happenings saw its attendance drop and has 
been trying to sell the building it’s housed in. It is 
also significantly in debt, owing thousands of dollars 
in back property taxes. Also, its geographic isolation on Sherbrook Street hasn’t helped. 


Gio’s Acting President 
Gordon McDiarmid 


At Gio’s, Friday nights were the main revenue spinners, but on some weeknights you could 
fire a cannon and not hit anyone. Past patrons voted with their feet, finding little to interest 
them. Then, last year, the club was hit with a massive increase in insurance rates—close to 
300 percent—along with a big spike in overhead costs, including wages. To make matters 
worse, the city brought in a smoking ban in all enclosed public spaces, which hit many bars 
where it hurts. Some smokers just quit going to clubs. 


More alarming for board members, a new privately owned, upscale gay and lesbian bar, 
Desire, opened in mid-December at Main and Bannatyne Streets. Owners invested $250,000 
in renovating the three-level club; old woodwork was restored and the space boasts a marble 
dance floor. Funky lighting and stainless steel additions gave it a metropolitan, big city feel and 
the younger crowd flocked there in droves, leaving Gio’s looking cold, empty and mausoleum- 
like. Happenings also suffered massively. 


The trendy Desire advertises itself as gay, but also “straight-friendly”. Its ownership certainly 
isn’t gay or lesbian, and some question whether the GLBT community should be helping to 
fatten its bottom line when clubs like Gio’s and Happenings, now financially anaemic, have 
always reinvested profits in the community, supporting many worthy causes. 


Erich Schattschneider, president of the Club Happenings board, says he’s urging all GLBT 
people to buy memberships and come out and support both clubs. “We're planning new 
events, but the situation is very serious and we won't be open much longer if the community 
doesn’t support us,” he tells Outlooks. “Without new volunteers and customers and serious 
community support we may well end up padlocking the doors very soon—and definitely 
before July.” 


Though Gio’s did report a tiny profit of $12,000 on a turnover of around $530,000 in its 
year ending last October 31, it lost significant amounts of money thereafter. Even Friday nights 
became sparser than normal. The president, Murray Pouteau, has now stepped down and 
Gordon McDiarmid has become acting president, with plans to slash costs and improve the 
bottom line. He has warned clients that Gio’s will close if they don’t come back and support 
it. 


McDiarmid has an extensive business background. Born in Winnipeg, he has worked in non- 
profit management and fundraising in all four of the western provinces and is now a consultant 
with Assiniboine Consulting Group, which deals with non-profit management and governance 
as well as fundraising. 


As a vice-president of the Banff Centre, he helped direct a $25 million national campaign 
and he developed the Banff Centre Planned Giving certificate courses. He has also worked 
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for the Calgary United Way, Brandon University, Calgary Firefighters Museum and many 
others. 


One McDiarmid idea was to cooperate with the struggling Club Happenings and possibly 
amalgamate to save both clubs, but talks got nowhere even though meetings were held in a 
positive atmosphere. Happenings is trying to sell its building and can’t just move out, so the 
timing is all wrong. 

McDiarmid now plans to work more cooperatively with Club 200,a privately owned GLBT 
club down the street, which has picked up quite a few ex-Gio's clients. He'd like to do more 
joint promotions with them, cooperating on shows, casinos and maybe even having a single 
entry fee for both clubs. 


Some observers think it unlikely Winnipeg will be able to support four GLBT bars, but Gio’s 
has switched to survival mode and won't easily run up a white flag. Besides slashing overhead, 
McDiarmid has plans for a $20,000 fundraising campaign so he can start basic food service 
and upgrade the amenities, including the patio. 


Since assuming the presidency in late December, McDiarmid and his board have taken a 
microscope to financial statements, cut staff expenses and any other fat they feel can be 
trimmed. The manager position has been removed, with the old manager now running the 
bar and DJ services. McDiarmid is also appealing for new ideas from members, as well as for 
volunteers who can do some jobs such as marketing and hosting. 


“{_am more optimistic than | was in December and | think we have now cut well over 
$8,000 a month in expenses,” he says.“‘There is still a lot of work to do to win back customers 
and provide them with the programs they want.” 


A month earlier, he had predicted Gio’s might well be closed by July, given the gathering 
puddle of red ink and the magnetic draw of Desire. Some feel Desire, which is a tad more 
expensive than other GLBT bars, is a novelty and that its business will slack off once people 
get used to it. 


Gio's held public meetings Jan. 13 and 14 to get feedback and new ideas. For now, it seems 
the wolf has been pushed away from its door, but it will be back unless the customers start 
to return soon. The hungry wolf is also hovering very perilously close to Club Happenings and 
the long-term survival of both clubs is still in question at the time of this writing W 


Peter Carlyle-Gordge is a former Manitoba correspondent for Maclean’s and The Financial 
Post. He has written for most major magazines and newspapers in Canada as well as broad- 
casting on the national and international networks of CBC Radio. 
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YOU NEED AN UNDERSTANDING 


AARBO 
Barristers & Solicitors 
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571-5120 


5 Proud sponsors of ARGRA, 
GLCSA, Calgary Men’s Chorus and Apollo. 
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Watch Yer Back, Maria Callas! 
Tyra Boinks belts it out big-time, 
forever securing her a spot in the 
pantheon of divas. 


Better Than Britney 
Ever think about trying 
to reconcile with Justin, 
Vivian Devine? We 
think you could 
probably pull it off. 


Do You Like What 
You See? 

Of course we do, Trixie 
Malibu—that’s why 
were here! Way to work 
the dramatic lighting, 
babe... 


offer affordable luxury with many added 
features. 


Our friendly staff will ensure 


your clients ha 


1755 Davie Street, Vancouver, BC V6G 1W5 
Phone: 604.682.1831 »* Fax: 604.682.3546 
Toll Free: 1.800.661.7887 

Web: www.rpbhotels.com 


Email: sands @ rpbhotels.com 


member of GLBA 
proud sponsor of WESA 
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Rooms Include 
* Continental Breakfast 

* Hair Dryers 

* Coffee Makers 

+ Pay per view movies 

* Nintendo 

¢ Irons & froning Boards 


&, gos 
Other Hotel Features 
+ A Fitness Room 
« Sauna 
* Two Lively Bars 
«A Great Restaurant 
* Room Service 


The Bayside Lounge 
Enjoy Vancouver's best 
loved Martini Bar 
overlooking English Bay 
or Checkers Bar & Grill, 
our own Sports Bar, 


Planning an event in Winnipeg? 


(204) 789-9215 and he'll see 
about covering it in Out & About. 


Contact Brent at 


All photos by Brent Y. 


Roof Raisers 

The dedicated group 
responsible for the 
interactive theatrical 
production. 


3-2-1—Contact! 
A tense moment onstage © 
as one of the girls “outs” 
herself. 


GAS STATION THEATRE 


_ An Almost Religious 
Experience...? 

Breyanna Burlesque strikes a 
familiar pose—are there any 
Catholics in the audience? 


Lashing Out at the 
Camera 
- Come to think of it, the 
_ cast members of Come 
As You Aren't are 
“wigging out”, too! 


MANITOBA THEATRE 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Poa 

sa, —. Making an Issue of It 
: Audience members take 
over to see where the 
action will take them. 


Okay! 
Thanks for the 
inspiration, pal—will you 
excuse us for a 
moment? 


OUTPOST MONTREAL Ey 


Re-inventing an institution 


By Brad Malmberg 


The woman with the monkey’s head plays tireless matchmaker, dragging a man down a 
motorized track to another woman lying in wait, but any attempt to bring them together 
sends the woman shooting off in the opposite direc- 
tion, perpetually incompatible and missing the chance 
for a love connection. Steroid Barbie, all grotesque 
bulging muscle and voluptuous blond hair, spins in 
protest on a turntable while holding up a sign 
indicating cigarettes hurt babies. Scattered at her feet 
are tiny mutants hoisting cigarette butts as trophies of 
their freakishness. Two Asian maiden heads blossom 
out of black lace in the floor of a wooden canoe, 
manically rocked by a savage and mocked by a rubber- 
faced cartoon villain lurking under the water’s surface. 


The astounding part is that these visions, both 
nightmarish and beautiful, were created by eight- to 
twelve-year-old children, under the mad tutelage of 
Quebec artist Florent Veilleux. Originally part of an 
exhibition at the science museum in Old Montréal, 
the installation has now moved to Station C, the 
former home of notorious megabar and Montréal gay staple, Kox, as part of a massively 
ambitious project at the heart of Montréal’s gay Village. The site was built at the turn of the 
century, and served as a post office for almost 100 years before being transformed into a 
nightclub in 1991. Now part lounge, part gallery, part bar, part restaurant, part performance 
space, the owners of Station C hope to usher the city into a new era with a revolutionary 
plan for a venue that defies description and begs participation. 


The interactive art of Veilleux is a perfectly appropriate extension of this 
vision—fantastic creations that come alive at the push of a button, introducing movement, 
light and sound into the monstrously large main room. The acoustics are remarkable—pre- 
recorded voices, whirs, purrs, sirens and clicks gently flood the environment with a curious 
soundtrack. Above, meticulously chosen music (Air, Thievery Corporation, Fischerspooner) 
sets a chill-out mood perfectly suited to conversation and reflection. In the middle of this 
vast space, between two large island bars, there are scores of tables with comfortable chairs 
and sofas where one can relax with a glass of wine and marvel at the sights and sound all 
around. At each end of the room, 
paintings by international artists, both 
established and new, are displayed on 
> walls thirty feet in height. 


Art with a conscience—and a 
great bod— at Station C 


In addition, Station C plays host to 
live performances well suited to such a 
large space. Most recently, les 7 doigts 
de la Main, a new circus company 
formed by artists from Cirque du 
Soleil, played to more than 4,000 
people over the course of twenty-five 
performances, vaulting and spinning 
twenty feet above the crowd and eliciting 
coverage from Ia Presse, la Journal de Montréal, 
Radio Canada, and Téléquébec. The space has also been rented as external television studios 
and may become a screening venue for art house films that can’t find a home in traditional 


A work created under the tutelage of 
Florent Veilleux 


movie theatres. 


Yves Becker, along with Pierre Schule, is co-owner of Station C. Based in France, the two 
decided that Montréal was the ideal city to develop their innovative vision. 


“Based on the size of the project, it would be impossible to do it in France—except in 
Paris, and it was not our intention to live in Paris. There’s a lot of stress there; it’s a beautiful 
city, but the quality of life is not so good,” Becker explains. “We looked at the market, and 
we decided Montréal could be the best city to accomplish our projects. We did not come 
with a project in our luggage from Paris; it was developed here, based on what is offered 
here, and what people are interested in. It’s kind of a creative lab. There are many bars and 
clubs in the Village—| mean, that’s enough and people are looking for something different. 
We're interested in people that are looking more for a lounge atmosphere, with interesting 
events.” 


When asked about Veilleux’s art, Becker’s face lights up. “It’s a political message. It 
recycles material—the symbols of capitalism, the themes of how ridiculous we sometimes 


are, how we just absorb information. But the 
idea is to think about what is in the air and try | 
to give your own image of the world.” 


Becker and Schule encountered some diffi- 
culty in making their dream a reality, including 
resistance from merchants in the Village, who 
were fearful this new behemoth would pose 
dangerous competition, contesting the city’s 
granting of a liquor license in order to slow 
the process of administrative progress. The 
process, which involved fighting for a liquor 
license and bringing the building up to city specifications, drew the application out for more 
than a year-and-a-half. And while it is an operating bar, with plans to open up two restau- 
rants (one on the main level and one in the basement, where the infamous police raid took 
place at Katacombs in 1991) Becker insists that Station C is not a threat to nearby 
businesses. 


A tiny glimpse of what the massive 
Station C has to offer. 


“We are opening the market to different people, and we will bring people into the 
Village,” he insists. “They should've worked with us instead of fighting with us, because they 
will benefit from it. People will come to the gallery and go to a bar or a restaurant before 
or after.” 


Covering approximately 25,000 sq. ft., the space can be scaled up or down to fit any 
event.“‘Sometimes the show can be on the mezzanine and people downstairs, or people can 
be on the mezzanine and the show downstairs,” Becker says. “We want to make it inter- 
active, having the audience part of the show. You can stay in front of your TV and have the 
best show in the world, Céline in Las Vegas, but to go out of your house and into a space, 
it has to be interactive. We want to establish a relationship between the artist and the 
audience.” 

In fact, the Station C project seems perfectly positioned to achieve such a goal. In a city 
where dichotomy flourishes, a space like this can allow for the bringing together of 
worlds—gay and straight, French and English, tourist and native, audience and performer. Its 
fluid nature and enormous scope provides the city with an opportunity to continue to 
evolve as a truly international destination, a cultural leader, and a patron of diversity and art, 
all the while creating a flavour that is at once borderless and distinctly Montréal. For more 
information, visit Station C’s website at www.stationc.ca. W 


Brad Malmberg is an ex-Vancouverite and Calgarian who now lives in Montreal. 
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LIQUOR 
MERCHANTS 


MOUNT ROYAL 


1140 - 17th Avenue SW Calgary, Alberta T2T-0B4 
Ph: (403) 296-0480 


EAU CLAIRE WINE MARKET 
(in Eau Claire Market) 

526 - 4th Avenue SW 9620 Elbow Drive SW 
Calgary, Alberta Calgary, Alberta 

Ph: (403) 531-2770 Ph: (403) 571-9888 


PALLISER CENTRAL HAYSBORO 
140 - 11th Avenue SW 
Calgary, Alberta 


Ph: (403) 296-0455 


200 Barclay Parade SW 
Calgary, Alberta 
Ph{403) 262-WINE (9463) 
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Tackling a dry subject 


By Lincoln Phillip 


February usually marks the final stretch of the winter | 
season but, in reality, Old Man Winter and Jack Frost § 
often extend their visits well into March—and our skin | 
has to put up with a longer-than-expected period of i 
cold, dry air. Starting in the fall, the temperature and 
humidity start to drop, which results in less moisture in 
the air. Dry air sucks the water out of our skin, leaving 
it dehydrated, tight-feeling, and in some cases, cracked. 
Get the picture? If not, think of a piece of meat left in 
the freezer unprotected. 


“People are starting to realize that taking care of 
their skin is important. Botox, facelifts and plastic 
surgery would not be popular today if people knew 
how to take care of their skin,” says Shannon Elliot, co- 
owner of one of Calgary's finest hair and aesthetics 
salons, Kosmetikos. 


Making the most of nature’s 
bounty: an ayocado-banana- 
oatmeal mask, topped off 


x 2 : with cool cuke slices 
Currently, it is quite acceptable for males to take care of 


their skin, and there are many lines designed specifically to help men protect themselves 
from winter dryness. To revive and restore your hide from the harshness of the winter 
air, you should pay close attention to these quick and easy solutions. 


Change your skin care and create new habits 


Just as you change your wardrobe from spring and summer to fall and winter, so too 
should you change your skin care products. Mens’ number-one beauty regime is shaving. 
Dr. C. Lynde, President of the Canadian Dermatology Association in Toronto, recom- 
mends that men look for shaving products that contain a moisturizer. “There are a 
number of shaving gels with moisturizers, as well as a number of lines, such as Johnson 
and Johnson's Neutrogena products created for men,” he says. “Men’s skin care lines have 
definitely become a trend right now.” 


Visit any drug store, department store or salon and you will notice that many skin care 
programs have been produced and packaged specifically for men. Lines such as Vichy, 
Biotherm, Clarins, Lab Series, Zirh, Shiseido, Origins and Guinot recognize that modern 
men do care about keeping their skin healthy and attractive. Jean Paul Gaultier has also 
extended his Le Male fragrance to incorporate a complete beauty line exclusively for 
men. 


Aside from shaving with moisture-rich products, you should steer clear of any skin care 
product that is high in alcohol. Shannon Elliot warns that alcohol dries out the skin, 
“Avoid alcohol-based products—especially astringents!” she says. “It is a harsh word, so 
don’t use it on your face!” She says that gentle toners are great, but cautions that they're 
better for the summer months. 


During the winter, look for moisturizers that have a high water content, which assists 
in re-hydrating the skin. Both Lynde and Elliot recommend we look for products that do 
not contain a lot of artificial ingredients or preservatives; rather, we should opt for natural 
ingredients such as flower oils, seed oils and glycerine. It should be noted that ingredients 
such as lanolin and propylene glycol can create an allergic reaction depending on an 
individual’s skin type. 


When purchasing new products, Dr. Lynde suggests buying large quantities of a good 
moisturizer, and stresses that spending over $100 on a small jar that will only cover a 
small area of your body is unwise. “Due to the skin's need for more moisturizer in the 
winter, larger bottles are better—especially for the body,” he advises. 


If you have different functions to attend in one day or are an active individual who 
works out, you may be showering more than three times in one day. Lynde suggests that 
you cut down on the number of showers you take in such a short period. However, it is 
not necessary to shorten the length of your showers as long as you immediately follow 
them with a moisturizer. Elliot says that, particularly in the shower, you should use a 
shower gel instead of soap. If you are one for taking long baths, add a bath or essential 
oil to the water to prevent drying out the skin. It’s also important when you’re done 
cleansing that you get into the habit of moisturizing as soon as you are finished. ‘‘It is best 
to towel blot your skin,” says Lynde. Do not wipe thoroughly, because you will wipe away 
all of the water and body oils from the skin, which are essential.” 


When moisturizing your face and body, Elliot suggests layering skin care products, 
“..just as you would layer your clothes to protect yourself from the cold, so should you 
layer your products to protect your skin.” 
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For the face, most professional lines such as Guitnot or MAC, or better department 
store lines such as Prescriptives, have a serum or moisture replenishing product to put 
on before applying a face cream or face protector. 


If you have very dry skin and suffer from “winter itch”, | personally recommend using 
a good moisturizer for the body, then following up with a body oil. This may sound exces- 
sive, but ever since I’ve been doing this | no longer suffer from itchy skin. 


Dr. Lynde also notes that we should continue using sunscreens or products with an SPF 
protector. “Although it is winter, we must recognize that the sun is still around,” he notes. 
Just as in the summer, the longer you plan to stay outdoors the stronger the SPF you 
should choose to block UV rays. 


“Men especially should look for face protectors or moisturizers with SPF. Women who 
wear makeup or foundation usually get SPF protection in their products,” Elliot adds. 


Pamper yourself 


A great way to beat the winter blues and rejuvenate your skin is to indulge in a spa 
treatment. If you are fortunate enough to be able to make a trip to your favourite spa 
for a body wrap, facial, pedicure or manicure, then be sure to do so whenever possible, 
especially in the winter months. For those who cannot afford such luxuries, then turn you 
bathroom into an urban oasis; there are plenty of home spa and facial kits that will allow 
you to feel like a king (or queen!) for a day. Body scrubs, sugar scrubs or Dead Sea salt 
baths are a great and fun way to exfoliate a dead layer of winter-stressed skin. 


“Dead sea salt is a healing product that would not dry your skin,” says Elliot. “It helps 
release toxins and relax muscular tension.” She also notes that pure Dead Sea salt is 
better than Epsom salts for home use. 


Dr. Lynde notes that, while such exfoliating treatments are great for your skin, they 
should be done less frequently in the winter than in the summer. He is also quick to 
dispel the ‘eight glasses of water’ myth, saying that, “Fluids will definitely keep your body 
hydrated, but you can drink up to twenty glasses of water a day and it won’t help the 
dryness of your skin go away.” 


The best way to beat the dryness is to invest in a good moisturizer and some time in 
taking care of your skin. W 


Lincoln Phillip is a writer in pursuit of promoting those who bring beauty into the world. 
He contributes style-related topics to many magazines, and collaborates with Calgary’s 
leading design firms. This style maven hopes to one day have lunch with Anna Wintour. 
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Out Run! Out Play! Out Smart! 


Survivor Scavenger Hunt 
7:00 pm to 10:00 pm February 20, 2004 
Open to all GLBT & Gay Positive Individuals 18+ 
Have fun while checking out some of the best hang outs! 


Sign up by February 13 or for more information 
contact sean@gicsa. org or 234. 8973 28 


| Gay & Lesbian Community Services Association 


education 
resource 
support 


networking 


403.234.8973 


#206, 223-12 Ave SW . Calgary AB . T2R 0G9 


www.gicsa.org 
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GRAPEFRUIT 
TEQUILA LOUNGE 


You Will Do Everything | 
Say—Now, Take the Picture... 
A mysterious stranger hovers Svengali- 
like over this cutie’s shoulder as he gets 
the drop on Outlooks own shutterbug. 


Vitamin See 
Appealing to some of the other senses 
at Grapefruit. 


Sweet! 
A pair of delicious Grapefruit 
enthusiasts pause to catch their 
10TH ANNUAL breath—and a few moments in the 
JUBILEE POLISH NIGHT _ spotlight 


WOODY'S 
Okay—Now Sing That Tit-willow 
Song From The Mikado Next 
Empress XVII, Candice, bares her 
soul—among other things—in song. 


These More of Lastman’s 
lilegitimates? No Wonder he Left 
Office! 

Two of the “Three Hairy Sisters” in their 
best finery for a night out on the town. 


THIS FEATURE 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY 


O 
™ 
2 
O 
o 
O 
Lae 


IN TORONTO: 


What is It—a Camera? Ummm, Yeah, | Think It’s a 


1-416-915-4545 Camera... 
Alan Anderson, Mr. Leather Fellowship 2004, and Maria del 


Monte examine a strange new sight. 


WILDLIFE Planning an event in Toronto? 
Contact us via e-mail at: 
VARIOUS VENUES editor@outlooks.ca and we'll see 
about covering it in Out & About. 
All photos by Rick Matthews 


No One 
Told Me, 
Either—But 
1 Know I 
Look Hot! 
This 
bewitching 
beauty is 
obviously 
pleased with 
her wardrobe 
efforts. 


No One Told Me It Was a Casual 
" Occasion! 
Event organizer Kazik, of the Polish Gay 
and Lesbian Association of Toronto, puts 
‘em all to shame in this regal ensemble. 


How Gandalf DJs 
Spin-ster Mike Wallace (no relation to that 60 
Minutes geezer) takes a few test runs before 
getting his hands on the goods. 


Spin Grin 

Diego Hernandez Rojas, a 

contestant in the upcoming El 

_ Convento Rico competition, takes — 

a little breather from the clubland 
chaos. 


We'll Take It From 
Here 

Jen and Kelly make 
sure that we get their 
good sides. 


Nice Kitty 
After seeing this 
comely shooter 
salesman (a Leo, 
perhaps?) don’t you 
wish you were an 
antelope? Mee- 
yowww! 


What the Record Sees 
Event co-organizer/DJ Rob Judges (left) and pal, helping 
the crowd to indulge in a little wildlife. 
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TRAVEL 


Homos in the heartland 


By Pat Johnson 


It's not everyone's idea of an ideal vacation: an 8,500-kilometre roadtrip in thirteen days 
could be considered excessive, if not environmentally and physically exhausting. But it was 
the fulfillment of the long-held dream of the Classic American Heartland Road Trip, from 
Vancouver to the Mississippi River and back. Though, as it turned out, because the spousal 
equivalent and | are on spitting distance either side of age forty, it had, alas, less the feel of 
those two dudes in Route 66 or Jack Kerouac, or even Grapes of Wrath than it did a sort of 
Antiques Roadshow, with our pillows and blankies from home and a cooler of cheeses and 
salamis in the trunk of our new Corolla. 


This much is certain: roadtripping in America is a far cry from a week in Palm Springs or 
an all-inclusive near PV’s blue chairs. Armed with those invaluable travel books offered for 
free from CAA, and the handy Damron guide to find the queerest places on the fruited p! 
we launched into our adventure with a vague idea—The Midwest!—and open minds... 


Canadians tend to fly places. Americans tend to view road trips as a legitimate means of, 


transportation. Getting there may not be all the fun, but it’s viewed as more than 
an end. This is partly because Americans have done what they do best: 
themselves—by turning the sides of their highways into virtual orgies of att 


raced rae the Rockies, stopping to admire Yellowstone’s peryerse 
glorious stone and ae ee and geothermal circus. PON r 


nate a family of wild ee ane every which direction" in A the middle of of ther roa 
few yards along. 


Incidents like these mean no two roadtrips can be the same, but the fact is that the inter- 
state road system does tend to funnel millions of vehicles through roughly similar routes, 
providing sufficient customers for some very elaborate attractions in places that are other- 
wise quite barren and remote. These interstate fantasylands even market themsel 
through billboards, pamphlets and those “coupon” books one amasses at gas stations an 
motels. : 


Such a pamphlet diverted us onto.a dirt road to Goodland, Kansas, which was alive, even 
_ at church hour on Sunday. The’ 
| town’s claim to fame is a 
| massive outdoor reproduction 
fof Vincent Van Gogh's 
} “Sunflowers”, standing atop an 
| appropriately gargantuan 
| eighty-foot-high easel. City 
leaders opted for this massive 
“| repro not because of any claim 

Goodland has on Van Gogh, but 
} rather on ‘accounta they grow a 
hefty field 0’ sunflowers round 


Well of course it’s a ean miade'e out of old Baried these parts’. 

wire—what else would it be? The antique store in the 
good city of Goodland 

looked interesting from the window, but the hours posted on the door said “Sunday: By 

chance” and, by chance, we didn’t get in. Such was not the case elsewhere in the Midwest, 

where countless stops at roadside “antique malls” (i.e., consignment stores) sniffed out 

exactly the sort of bling-bling we'd driven all this way for: old soda pop signs and milk bottles 


Will wonders never cease? The majesty of 
= Nebraska’s “Carhenge” 


ions have a faint 
moving little testi- 
ger American west. 
of barbed-wire sculp- 
od value for the money. 


f Americans’ tourism ingenuity. 
r Alliance, Nebraska, and paints 


ids dirty. The Homestead National Monument, 
ef land granted under the homesteading legislation 
le of the American west to white settlement. The 
160 acres have ber ed to the natural grasslands Daniel Freedman would have encoun- 
tered when he clai d the land on January |, 1863. 


But the best historical exhibit on the trip—and one of the best on any topic | have 
visited—is Living History Farms, which, thanks to urban sprawl even in Des Moines, lowa, is 
now practically in the middle of the city. The 550-acre facility has been created as a 300-year 
walk through Plains agriculture, and guided by expert interpreters who are far more knowl- 
edgeable about farming techniques than one would expect from such sites. The property 
includes authentic working replicas of a circa-1676 scene, with a couple of loway Indian huts, 
built With spindly indigenous trees and thatched with cornhusks. This progresses to an 
operating circa-1850 farm, with corn, wheat and potatoes, as well as an odd bit of living 
history: hogs of a breed common then but almost unseen now, esthetically displeasing animals 
with razorback spinal quills like a boar. Interpreters are on hand to demonstrate traditional 
crafts, including quilting, animal husbandry and food preservation. Beyond this is a 1900 farm, 
which illustrates the rapid mechanization of the late nineteenth century farm, and an 1875 
town that depicts the variety of “urban” life in lowa about that time. We had an extensive 
(and exclusive) lesson in broom-making, a necessary, if overlooked, traditional craft. An 
operating general store offers the predictable knickknacks, but also a range of products that 
would have been essential in pioneer times, including nails by the pound. Not only the vet's 
office, but the doctor's office as well in the scenic village, are operating health clinics, thanks 
to professionals from town who volunteer. 


Perhaps most enjoyable of all was just watching life in Middle America, with all its charms 
and oddities. The marketing of religion is a source of particularly tasteless wordplay, such as 
the eviscerating imagery of Hannibal, Missouri’s Immanuel Baptist church, whose front sign 
read, “Be fishers of men. You catch them. He will clean them.” And get this one from another 
church: “| Cross Plus 3 Nails = 4given.’ Very Madison Avenue meets the Via Delarosa. 
Everywhere, the battle over abortion rages, with billboards such as the one we saw that said 


with exotic dairy names from lowa, retired hay-hooks and old Life magazines, like the one “Choose Life! Your parents did!” to which | thought, “Not that they had any option in 1964 
from 1972 with the headline: “The Big Win. What will Nixon do with it?” and all the thanks to zealots like you...” And almost no matter where you drive, if there is nothing else 
Fiestaware pitchers, Hummel figurines and lamps shaped like domesticated animals one could on the radio, you can always find an evangelist warning against ee-ville and urging us to repent 


hope to find. Our see-ins. 


Along the way there are innumerable small town museums depicting local boys going off — To me,America is all about the mixing-up of the sacred and the profane, like the store- 
to war, the impact of the Oregon Trail or the railway, the Depression that almost killed the front sign reading “| & J Spirit World,” which only upon closer inspection would prove to be 
town and the similar, but always distinctive, stories of a particular part of the country. There i i c Sony a 

Y’ P Pp ¥: a liquor store, and not one of a growing phenomenon of continued opposite 
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from previous 


Christian retail 
| chains, from which’ inereasingly conspic- 
| uous believers parchase Christiania of 

varying degrees of»,nauseating-ness: 
America seems to have a sort of'Schizo- 
vaying between the prim and the 
debauched, from the milk-fed, abstinent, 
upright, Midwestern, Lutheran Church 
deacon, family man, to his next-door- 
neighbour; the filthy-mouthed, low-down, 
hard-drinking, chaw-chewing, gun-toting 
working guy who sits in the front-row of 
the local peeler bar and yells “Fingers!” 

But, to me,America (and life) is also all 

Maer about food. In Waverly, Missouri, we passed 

Se up an invitation to an all-you-can-eat 

: = L catfish BBQ; but we couldn't resist 

Who needs an art gallery when you've got forever the lure of country-fried 
Goodland, Kansas? steak, though we declined the all- 
you-can-eat biscuits and gravy. A 

“three-meat buffet” was offered in one town while Johnson, Nebraska's year ‘round claim to 

fame, according to its welcome sign, is that itis “Home of the annual Father’s Day, chicken 

BBQ.” Throughout the Midwest, but particularly as you begin to head south a bit, signs 

announce Fish-fry Friday, which | take to be a throwback to pre-Vatican lf Catholic migration 

and which seems to be extra special if the sign announcing “Walleye” is taped to the bottom. 


There was the familiar—eagles flying against full moons in murals on the sides of 
RVs—and the charmingly anachronistic—in a small Nebraska town, our trip was delayed by 
police blocking traffic so the procession of a local’s funeral could pass. 


Lincoln, Nebraska, is the authentic America that Martha Stewart tries to show you how 
to fake, and we happened in on the day of the Big Game, when it seemed everyone in town 
was dressed in Huskers colours and logos, team flags hanging from neatly painted white 
rafters and clots of sports fans sitting in groups of fifteen or twenty at booths and tables in 
restaurants. 


Finding a place to stay while on the road is no problem in America. Finding a place that 
doesn’t creep you out takes a bit more effort. If uniformity is not your ideal, there are plenty 
of unique, mom-and-pop motels on offer, though our experience with them has too often 
been unsatisfactory. They do, however, offer a window on the creative stylings of small town 
interior decorators and therefore plenty of fodder for urban homosexual critics. 


| must say | also sensed a nascent racism in some motels’ marketing. With the prevalence 
of motels owned by immigrants of various nationalities, there is a phenomenon whereby 
motels advertise themselves as “American-owned”, which | take to be shorthand for “We 
cater to bigots.” 


| tend to err on the side of dependability, so we left the adventures to the daytime and 
settled in for the night generally at Comfort Inns, a large chain that is a step above places 
with a six or an eight in their names. They were invariably comfortable and often far 
exceeded what one expects from a roadside motel. 


Four Points by Sheraton is a new entry into the mid-range highway- and business-travel 
market, and the few we stayed at were top notch. On a splurge, we stayed at Sheraton’s 
higher-end property in Kansas City—the Sheraton Suites Country Club Plaza—which is 
located in the gloriously restored heart of what turns out to be one of the Midwest's most 
interesting and cosmopolitan cities. Even though this is a three-diamond hotel, prices in the 
Midwest are relatively affordable, even with the Canadian dollar being where it was last year. 


The Classic American Heartland Roadtrip is a fantasy that not everyone shares, but it 
proved a very pleasant alternative to the raft of predictable destinations where the gay 
crowds usually head. Unlike in Canada, nearly every American town of any consequence 
seems to have a gay bar. This probably says 
more about liberal liquor licensing than it does 
about degrees of pride. 


It struck us as amusing that the only news 
many Americans had heard of Canada recently 
was mad cow and gay marriage, and we played 
our part in enforcing stereotypes on one 
occasion when a passing vehicle’s driver 
glanced over, as one tends to do when noticing 
plates from far away. And what did they see but 
a Canadian gay couple eating hamburgers! W 


Pat Johnson is a communications consultant 
and a freelance writer for a variety of public- 
tions. 
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fate of same-sex marriage. Martin says he basically supports the idea, but adds that he’s open 
to both more debate and other options. There's increasing talk among Liberal MPs of 


An un certa ; ni futu re? dropping same-sex marriage in favour of civil unions. 


Once powerful supporters of marriage equality—Martin Cauchon, Alan Rock and Sheila 

Copps—have been dropped from cabinet. In their place 

By Gerard MacMullin are new cabinet ministers—Judy Sgro, Joe Volpe, John 

Efford and David Pratt—all of whom support the notion 

that marriage is between a man and a woman to the 
“exclusion of all others.” 


Is Hedy Fry too “gay” for the new Liberal Party? 


I'm referring, of course, to Fry’s political orientation. 
Given her track record of solid support for gay 
equality, | wonder just how well she'll fit with the new / 
Liberals, and whether its coincidence that she finds 
herself facing a challenge in her own riding, and from 
within her own party. 


7 : : a 
' While we hear assurances that gays and lesbians still 


have a place at the table, actions speak louder than 
words. One of the first orders of business this year 
was a return to the old practice of spending tax - 
dollars to fight court decisions favourable to the @ 
GLBT community. In this case, the federal justice # 
department is challenging a landmark decision on & 
survivor benefits for the partners of gays and lesbians. 
The image of big government fighting gay senior citizens 
over pension cheques hardly fits the Trudeau vision of a | 
just society. 


It seems that suddenly, a lot of people want to 
see Hedy Fry hung out to dry. 


Is it possible that just a few short months ago 
that Hedy was hanging ten on the crest of a perfect 
political wave? 


There was that picture-perfect moment in j 
Ottawa when Hedy embraced New Democrat 
Svend Robinson just after the Commons Justice 
Committee removed the last obstacle to same- 
sex marriage. The Robinson-Fry picture 
perfectly summed up _ the 
Canadian spirit: one man and 
one woman, one gay, one 
straight, one Caucasian, 
one of colour; both 
foreign-born Canadian 
lawmakers, members of 
different political parties in 
a rare moment of compro- 
mise for the sake of equality. 


Now, it may be just a coincidence that a strong GLBT ally like Fry is being 
challenged in her own riding by ex-Vancouver City Councillor Lynne Kennedy, 
who's rarely been accused of being a friend of the community. Kennedy is 
best remembered for stonewalling liquor applications for new gay bars in 
the West End when she served as chair of the city’s liquor licensing 
board. Kennedy served four terms on council, but jumped ship 
before her Non-Partisan Association was decimated in last fall’s 
election. 


In all fairness, Fry has supported Prime Minister Martin and 
his decision to drop the tradition of not allowing sitting MPs 

to be challenged. Martin himself challenged and toppled a 
; Ee sitting prime minister, after all. But how are these changes 
\ supposed to make things more democratic when riding 
4 politics has clearly become nothing more than a contest 
That was the historic day last to see who can sell the most memberships? 
June, when the Commons Justice 
Committee decided not to 
recommend an appeal of a 
landmark Ontario ruling on same- 
sex marriage. Fry and Robinson 
engineered a favourable vote only 
after a feverish round of behind-the- 
scenes arm twisting. Few appreciate 
how close the clock was to running out 
when some adroit offstage manoeuvers 
allowed Robinson’s motion to squeak to a 9-8 win, thanks to Fry's cooperation. 


There are increasing concerns that most of the 
Liberal left will be squeezed out by the time the 
prime minister makes his election call. And you can 
bet the end result will be a more conservative party 
recast in Martin's image. What's the big deal in giving 
backbenchers more say if everyone thinks alike anyway? 


With the Liberal party veering sharply right, it’s time to 

start asking some serious questions about what kind of 
Canada will emerge after the next election. I’m guessing it won't 
be the kind of Canada that embraces a fair deal for gays and lesbians, unless candidates who 


’ in ; ’ : truly believe in diversity and equality—candidates like Hedy Fry—can survive the long 
The same-sex marriage decision made international headlines, and Fry became part of one campaigns ahead and continue to influence the national agenda. W 


of the biggest victories the gay community has ever seen. 
Flash Forward eight months. Gerard MacMullin is a writer/broadcaster who lives in Vancouver's West End. 


Paul Martin has taken the prime minister's office, and has yet to give a clear answer on the 
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place this year may be necessary to prevent equal marriage from being rescinded. Though 

COVER STORY Belinda Stronach, a candidate for the leadership of the new Conservative party, says she 
supports gay marriage, Fry maintains that the party is made of two pre-existing parties, 
both of which overwhelmingly opposed equal marriage. 


e 
Stepping Up to challenge However, Fry sees opponents of gay marriage in her own party as well, and suggests 


that even in her urban Vancouver riding, opposition to gay marriage has some legs. “It’s 
By Outlooks Staff affecting my nomination already,’ Fry admits, though she has no regrets about her outspo- 
kenness on the issue. Equality for GLBT people was a central motivator for her entry into 


Hedy Fry says fighting for gay rights has been a central part of her decade as member politics in 1993, when she defeated Conservative Prime Minister Kim Campbell. 


of Parliament for Vancouver-Centre, and she is asking members of the gay community to 
join the Liberal party and support her nomination battle if they want her to 
continue. 


“When | ran in 1993, 1 had to examine why | wanted to be a member of Parliament,” 
says Fry,a medical doctor and former head of the 
B.C. Medical Association. Along with housing, 
poverty and pension issues, Fry says equality for 
gays and lesbians was central to her vision. 


“If you believe that | have been clear, consistent, not backing down, standing up 
for my principles,” she says, “I will finish the job | set out to do.” 


Fry says people approach her on the street and tell her they plan to vote for 


“This was a last group in our society where 
her, but warns that waiting until the election may be too late. 


| there was legislated inequality,” she says. 

“They can’t vote for me if I’m not the candidate,” Fry stresses. She is being 
challenged for the Liberal nomination by former Vancouver City Councillor Lynne 
Kennedy and at least one other candidate. The date of the nomination meeting 
has not been set. 


In addition to gay rights, Fry points to her role 
in achievements like the Vancouver Agreement, 
which brought three levels of government 
together on issues that go far beyond the drug 
_ problem, she says, and support for the arts, which 
is Canada’s fourth-largest industry and extremely 
important in downtown Vancouver. 


“| hope my record is clear,’ the MP notes, citing the successes on gay rights 
initiatives over the past decade, but acknowledging that more needs to be done. 
“We haven't finished the job for the gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender community 


in terms of full equality under the law.” Even if Fry is successful at winning the Liberal 


nomination, she may face an uphill battle as 
boundaries have shifted her riding, adding more of 
Point Grey to the downtown core. Coupled with 
a potentially revived Conservative party and a 
New Democrat challenger that has yet to be 
selected, the new boundaries make the election 


Though she says she was not defending the federal government's decision last 
month to appeal an Ontario court decision ordering retroactive survivorship 
benefits for gay spouses, she says it is in keeping with government policy to 
challenge retroactive and potentially costly “grandfathering” policies. 


But she insists that Paul Martin is wholly supportive of equal marriage, adding Hedy Fea rai fine 
that he chaired the committee that introduced much of the economic equality “drag”, at the 2003 far f ye st neee 
aspects of the gay rights accomplishments of the Liberal government. Fry says Vancouver Pride Parade = Outcome far bai pene i Oe pura 
Martin has also promised not to use the Constitution’s “notwithstanding” clause, which Rieder Pere GOl ke Omen e. AOR AY RAGE C 


may be the only route left for a political roadblock to full recognition of gay marriage. shpat! renee the campaign by e-mail at: Hedy_Fry@canada.com or calling (604) 


Fry argues that re-electing the Liberal government in an election almost certain to take 
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Hoping to Woo the voters 


By Gerard MacMullin 


COMMUNITY 


Whether she’s thundering down the highway on her Goldwing 1200 or pushing a 
human rights agenda on an international stage, Mary Woo Sims is equally at home. Now 
the prominent lesbian activist and 
former head of the B.C. Human Rights 
Commission is trying to attract the big- 
time support needed to win a seat in | 
the House of Commons. i 


That may not be a huge surprise, | 
especially considering Sims’ early 
support for Jack Layton’s NDP leader- | 
ship campaign—the two have a friend- 
ship that dates back to a time when 
Layton was her city councillor in 
Toronto. After the new leader was 
crowned, Sims was approached by # 
several New Democrats, including © 
Layton himself, who invited her to join 
the team as a candidate. 


“If | truly believe there are things | 
worth fighting for, then | should be on 
the front line fighting for those things,” | 
says Sims, who's also served with the 
Canadian Human Rights Commission 
as well as with municipal and provincial 
governments and international } 
agencies. She’s a self-employed human 
rights consultant and serves on the 
diversity committee at Global 
Television B.C. 


Sims decided to seek the New Democratic Party nomination in Vancouver-Kingsway, 
“after a lot of thought”, and ultimately took the plunge over concerns for many of the 
things she values—including social programs and the environment. 


NDP candidate for 
Vancouver-Kingsway, Mary 
Woo Sims 


And of course, there's that old connection with Jack Layton. The NDP leader may be a 
newcomer to the federal scene, but he’s getting lots of positive buzz. First for convincing 
former leader Ed Broadbent to return to politics as a candidate; then for a deft attempt 
to attract disaffected Liberals to the NDP camp—most notably former Heritage Minister 
Sheila Copps. 


Prime Minister Paul Martin has also been busy wooing big name candidates, and there’s 
speculation that British Columbia's former NDP Premier Ujjal Dosanjh may run as a 
Liberal in the same riding Sims wants. 


“It’s a bit ironic that he’s running for the Liberals—if he indeed decides to do that and 
they decide to elect him,” Sims says. “It will be a very interesting situation because | used 
to work for him. And I’m going to try to find out what’s changed...from the time [he] 
was the NDP Attorney General for B.C. ...to now.” 


Regardless of the candidate, Sims is eager to challenge the Liberal government record. 


“Whether it’s [incumbent Liberal] Sophia Leung or Ujjal [Dosanjh] | think both will 
have to answer for what Paul Martin did as finance minister, which saw the erosion of 
most of the social programs that we've come to enjoy...so | think we need to ask 
ourselves if this is the direction we want to continue in, which is a race to the bottom...” 


Sims feels it’s time for some serious discussion on the kind of society we're shaping. 


“A lot of us choose to come to Canada over other countries precisely because of what 
this country has to offer us,” says Sims, who came here as a student from Hong Kong in 
1970. She fears for the future of some of Canada’s best features, which she lists as 
equality, multiculturalism, diversity and the social safety net. 


Opponents of NDP thinking feel we can no longer afford a high end social safety net 
funded by an ever-increasing tax load. 


“[People] don’t want to pay more taxes. | don’t want to pay more taxes than | have 
to, who does? But at the same time one has to think about what those taxes have brought 
us.” Sims says, adding that we need to look at the consequences of tax cuts, and perhaps 
begin a debate on establishing a fairer tax system. 


“We in the NDP—and under Jack's leadership—have a different approach. We have a 
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social conscience,” she offers. “We are concerned about taxes; [but we're also] 
concerned about a whole range of things. We want the public to take a really good look 
at us and | think that they'll like what they see.” 


Many in the GLBT community already like what they see in Sims, a passionate advocate 
of equality for same-sex couples. 


“Life is not going to be destroyed because gays and lesbians will now have the right to 
marry. The world didn’t go to hell in a hand basket when gays and lesbians were recog- 
nized as families for the purposes of common law [unions]...” she says, adding that “We 
should be happy that people want to commit to each other in a loving relationship. | 
really don’t see why that would be a threat to anyone...” 


Of course, in reality, same-sex marriage has emerged as a big threat to just about 
everyone—including some gays and lesbians. 


“There is cause to be concerned. | think that even in our own community the issue is 
not very well understood, in that this is not about forcing individuals to get married,” Sims 
stresses, “it’s about giving people in our community who wish to marry the same choices 
that other Canadians have...[let’s] be really clear [on] what this debate is all about.” 


Sims opposes the idea of separate but equal civil unions, and is adamant that as a human 
rights issue the question should not be put to a free vote in the Commons. She has been 
with her partner Patricia Dewhirst since 1992,a relationship she says is no different from 
those of the couple’s heterosexual married friends. 


While Sims likes to spend her free time with the couple’s two schnauzers, or settling 
in with a good movie, she enjoys nothing more than a chance to hit the open highway on 
her motorcycle. An experienced biker, she has challenging treks across several provinces 
and states under her belt. Sims-watchers are betting her next big road trip could well lead 
to Parliament Hill. 


Before that happens, Sims is sure to face a rough ride. First she has to win the NDP 
nomination. She’s already been endorsed by two-time NDP candidate Victor Wong, who 
finished third in the riding in 2000 with 15.8 percent of the vote. Vancouver-Kingsway is 
considered a safe Liberal seat, and although incumbent Leung has been virtually invisible 
as an MP, a high profile candidate like former Premier Dosanjh would be formidable. 


Vv 


Gerard MacMullin is a writer/broadcaster who lives in Vancouver’s West End. 
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Everyone in UNISON 


By Tyler Hopson 


Looking for something other than bars, circuit parties, or frivolous shopping sprees to fill 
those long winter nights? UNISON 2004 may be just what you need. 


On February 28, seven gay and lesbian musical groups from the Lower Mainland and 
Vancouver Island will fill St. Andrews-Wesley Church with tubas, tenors and trombones—and 
a whole lot of queer people. 


The popular Rainy City Gay Men’s Chorus will be Gined by the Rainbow Concert Band, 
GLASS Youth Choir and Stained GLASS, the Vancouver Lesbian and Gay Choir, the Vancouver 
Women’s Chorus, and the Vancouver» Men's Chorus for the event. Special guests 


MUSA!C—Victoria’s chorus of lesbians, ey men, vand allies—will also make an appearance at 
UNISON. 


“It’s an excellent opportunity to see all of the oot? once,” says: Natalie Prichard, the 
artistic director for the Rainbow Concert Band. ~~ 


UNISON was first held’in 1995.and has been held BOT every two.years since, according 
to Alex Gowans, musical diréctor for Rainy City Gay Men’s Chorus. Gowans says.there is 
no specific theme to UNISON 2004 but a highlight of the show will be when all seven groups 
perform two songs together at the ‘evening's close. In total, alms 200 people will be on 
stage for that portion of the program. 


Prichard says the Rainbow Concert Band allows lesbian and gays to practice in a 
supportive atmosphere. The group was founded in 1990 as a direct result of the Gay Games 
being held in Vancouver that year. 


Prichard says her group is “going to do something a little bit different” at UNISON. The 
band will perform four numbers from a circus suite,a contrast to some of the more subdued 
numbers the choral groups will sing. “It’s fun to mix it up with lighter music,” says Prichard. 
“It highlights a number of excellent soloists.” 


UNISON will also feature newcomers Stained GLASS, an adult choir, singing alongside its 
sister group, the GLASS Youth Choir. The group was only formed in September of 2003, 
and it’s the first time Stained GLASS will sing for such a large audience. “It’s certainly their 


Upcoming Events: 


Sweethearts Country & Western Dance 
At the Westend Community Centre - 9:00pm - 


February 14 


|2mid. 


Tickets $10 in advance only at Little Sister’. NO TICKETS AT THE DOOR. 


In benefit of a Loving Spoonful. 
A Burlesque Valentines 
At the Arts Club Revue Stage - 8:00pm. 


February 15 


first debut in the community,” says Carol Sirianni, musical director. The GLASS Youth Choir, 
on the other hand, has been around since 2001. 


Members of GLASS come from all over the Lower Mainland, and the Youth Choir has 
members ranging in age from fifteen to twenty-one. _ Sirianni says GLASS allows people of 
all sexual orientations to practice together in an open environment, and both she and Norm 
Olding, the musical accompanist for GLASS, are high school teachers in Coquitlam involved 
with gay-straight alliance groups in schools. 


GLASS will sing a tribute song to kd lang,a number Sirianni calls “a crowd-pleaser”. The 
selection will be a departure from the groups’. other number, a song of remembrance for gay- 
bashing victim. Matthew Shephard, who was murdered in Wyoming in 1998. Last June, the 
group travelled to Washington, D.C., where they met Shephard’s mother, Judy, and heard her 
give a speech. The experience left a strong impression’on them. 


“They were very moved,” says Sirianni:“The kids are very committed to stopping violence 
against gay and lesbian. youth, and all youth. [Violence related to hate crimes] is an impor- 
tant issue. Considering the [Aaron] Webster case here, we need to look at [it].” 


Rainy City will sing -two pieces written by David: Blue, artistic director of the chorus. 
“David is‘a very talented songwriter,’ says AlexGowans. Rainy City will also perform two 
song and dance numbers, the only group to do so at UNISON. 


Part of the money from the evening will go toward staging a gay and lesbian music festival 
in 2006, to be hosted in Vancouver. Gowans says the three-day event will feature participants 
from over twenty groups, amounting to 400 or 500 singers. 


Both Prichard and Gowans emphasize that all of the groups involved in UNISON are 
always looking for new members to help share the spotlight. 


UNISON 2004 begins at 7:30 p.m.on February 28. W 


Tyler Hopson is a freelance writer and graduate student based in Vancouver. 


Monies Raised Last Month: 


TBB Productions raised $1700 at Heaven New Years party 
to benefit A Loving Spoonful and The Vancouver Gay Men 
Harm Reduction Initiative. 


Hosted by BT hosts - Mike & Fiona. In benefit of the Actors Fund, HIV/Aids relief 


& PAL Vancouver. 
L'Amour fashion show 
At the Heritage Hall - 7:30pm 

In benefit of The Dr. Peter Centre. 
Chefs For Life 

At the Metropolitan Hotel - 


February 19 


February 26 
Reception 5:45pm - Dinner 7:00pm 


Chef Scott Beachler and 10 of Vancouver's top chefs invite you to an |! course dinner. 


Tickets $275 in benefit of Friends For life. 


PUMPIACK 


Thanks to the Vancouver Community for your support! 


To pre-promote your fundraiser or report on monies raised 
in the next issue of Outlooks Vancouver email: main@outlooks.ca 
or fax info toll free to 1-877-885-6657 


This Monthly Community 
Feature Brought to you by: 
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Do-Re-Me... 
I’m Telling 
You, it’s All 
About Me! 
Little Joe delivers 
a heartfelt 
performance 


What Song is She 
Singing—Smoke 
Gets In Your Eyes? 
NeJeanee takes her 
performance to 
dramatic new 
heights. 


SSCL RUPEE ES UE ENTERS SEIS EEE YS i te ee 


doing what she does 
best... 


C’mon, Guys—Quit Pickin’ On Me 


what appears to be a musical ambush 


Denim Demeanor 
John Taylor stares 
down the crowd with 
a Dean-esque 
intensity. 


Bearing it All 
Jeffrey Bear 
caught in a 
moment of 
intensity. 


ai 
Takin’ Care of Biz-ness 
Estee Lauder seems well-suited 
to the task at hand. 
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DoGwoonp MONARCHIST 
Socitty FUNDRAISER 
THE DUFFERIN 


THE DUFFERIN 


Sally Jesse and Eve 
Arden’s Love-child? 
Nope, it’s Paige Turner 


John and Paige flank organizer Peter Hanson in 


Shimmer and 
Shake 

Empress Michele 
Dorial shows she 
knows just how to 
flaunt it. 


Are Those Rose-coloured 
Glasses? 

NeJeanee appears to be seeing § 
life through em anyway, 
judging by this performance. 


Now You Listen to Me! 
Bee Bee Bear offers the 
audience a few pointers on 
_» how to put on a show. 


a 


You Want Me to What? 
But I’m Not Even a 
Lesbian! 

Jaylene seems somewhat bit 
taken aback by what Barb 
Snelgrove has to say! 


Hey, Mang—Choo 
Talkin’ to Me?! 
Myria LeNoir takes 
centre stage and 
radiates her well- 
honed presence. 


Planning an event in Vancouver? 
Contact Barry at 
(604) 685-1377 and he'll see about 
covering it in Out & About 
Photos By: Barry Piersdorff. 


= 
DOLCE VIDA—FASHION “AN 


Steering your style 


By Vida 


After the wallowing, slumming and self-pity of the January doldrums, the time is ripe to 
dig out from all that post-holiday credit card debt and start living life in the style to which 
you've become accustomed—at least for the other eleven months of the year. With one 
eye on the most trusted tomes in men’s fashion, and the other on the ever-valuable realm 
of practicality, | have compiled a roster of top picks to see you through ’til the first breaths 
of spring. Just remember to relax and have fun; after all, it’s only fashion—the most impor- 
tant thing in this universe... 


*% This is a great time to be single... breasted that is, as slender, low-gorge suits continue 
to dominate the male silhouette, particularly in Tarantino-dark hues. Whether you're 
whoring for Hedi (Slimane, at Dior) or grabbing ‘em at Goodwill, they're an essential for 
grown-up good looks. For the Savile-savvy out there, a cheeky chalk-stripe is also an 
attractive addition, provided it’s on a suit and not drawn around someone's corpse. 


* Do not adjust your set: diagonal stripes are indeed transmitting loud and clear across 
a wide range of lines. Try them as an appetizer in the form of richly hued neckties or 
pocket squares. For the bolder consumer, Roberto Cavalli’s trousers are a delicious and 
safe bet in varied tones of créme brulée—just stay away from the real stuff if you don’t 
want to look like Oprah in a pair of zig-zag tights while wearing them. 


*% Tastier than black licorice, the slick black shoe—preferably a four- or twelve-hole 
lace-up—is a must-have for occasions dress or otherwise. Walk them uptown with a sleek 
suit and an impeccable tie, or take them down with abused denim, a striped blazer and 
crisp white shirt. Heading to a leather bar? Just make sure to accessorize with a can of 
mace, lest someone be moved to drop and actually give you a spit-polish. Gawd, the poor 
cow who supplied you would roll over in its grave... 


* Peta-poofs beware—patchwork pelts have been trapped and tossed out the public 
at-large by cheeky champions of fur and hide such as Roberto Cavalli and Hugo Boss. The 
look is Fred-Flintstone-hits-the-slopes-of-Gstaad, but it’s an awful lot of fun and will likely 
be just as effective when realized in a fabulous faux. Zara, are you listening? 


“ Taking a cue from Seditionaries-era Westwood, Dolce & Gabbana’s “bondage” jean 
and Helmut Lang’s strappy everything are right on the money for edgy chic, the antithesis 
of slender, Mod-inspired suits. Street-level icons Lip Service are also doing the “hobble 
jean” in a great stretch twill, for those who have the figure. If you do decide to be strapped 
for style this season, just remember to steer clear of lesbian friends working with power 
tools—the loose, floppy bits could wind up causing a close-quarters chat to end in tears... 
Or prostheses. 


“ Contrary to the cognoscenti, those nutty kids at DieselStyleLab are showing 
horizontal stripes as hot ‘n’ heavy in their latest collection. Mind you, if your physical struc- 
ture is more heavy than hot, you just may want to sit this one out. Big boys take heart, 
however; there’s plenty of slimming black and navy to go around at the moment, not to 
mention figure-flattering vertical stripes and body-unconscious chunky knits. Who says 
fashion ain’t democratic? 


According to the January 2004 issue of GQ, Giorgio Armani’s most recent offerings 
were inspired by “...the sartorial eccentricity of [Salvador] Dali with the inventive elegance 
of the Prince of Wales.” Huh? | suppose that’s all well and good, provided you're comfort- 
able taking fashion cues from the stylistic love child of a mad Catalonian artist and 
someone with ears by Star Choice. Oh, wait—maybe he meant the other Prince of Wales... 
Nevermind. 


“ Hot on hunky boys and even sweeter on the skinnys, those “training wheels for 
leather daddies” —the two-inch cowhide cuff—seem like they’re here to stay, for the time 
being at any rate. For those so inclined, here's a useful tip: if, on the way out the door, you 
notice that the cuff you’ve chosen looks like it would be more at home on your genitals 
than your wrist, it may be best to leave it behind if you're lunching with mother or doing 
groceries with gran. There’s just something about buckles, grommets and leather that 
doesn’t work with linen napkins or a shopping cart full of Peek Freans and tea. 


“ Once possessed of the most coveted ass this side of the Ten Commandments (not 
to mention other attributes), Joseph “Joey” Lawrence, now of the WB's Run of the House, is 
a living example of know thyself. His low-slung, skintight jeans are doing a great disservice 
to both him and the viewing public, and leave nothing to the imagination—except, perhaps, 
musings on how a basket can become a Dixie Cup in only a few short years and how butt- 
cheeks can disappear altogether. (Forget 911, dial 501 for help, Joe—do you really think 
we suffered through Blossom for your acting skills?) For those of you out there who can’t 


do low-rise jeans without pulling a J-Lo, companies like Energie are still working styles that _ 


incorporate cargo or military-inspired exterior pockets, great for hiding a multitude of sins 


(i.e: gluteus absentis), as well as keys, cash, condoms and the like. Also check out 
www.diesel.com, which offers “comfort” and “loose” on their denim fit chart, along with 
more traditional silhouettes. 


* Speaking of jeans, here’s a thought for cutting a Queer Eye tip down to size to help 
make your wardrobe look “grate”: denim can be easily custom-distressed in those hard- 
to-reach places (i.e: pocket edges, seams and hems) by employing the small-scale efficiency 
of a fresh nutmeg rasp. Puzzled as to where to find one? Check out any high-end kitchen 
gadget shop or hold your nose, venture into the local hippie coffee spot and inquire as to 
where they got theirs. Also, those new bleach pens are brilliant for highlighting key areas 
on your denim, particularly if used in conjunction with the rasp. Just be sure to test things 
out a bit on a pair of old jeans first. And they said Home Ec class wouldn't pay offt 


* If only Quentin Crisp had lived to see the day. With the launch of Jean Paul Gaultier’ 
makeup for men—’Le Beau Male”—community peacocks won’t have to wait ‘til 
Hallowe'en to “drag” out their hyper-glam selves. A word of caution, however: even though 
your skilled hand can draw out inner beauty elsewhere on your body, you may not be quite 
ready to slap on the paint and go, at least not straight off. A few test runs behind closed 
doors would be a good idea, each scrutinized with a critical eye. Think I’m being overly 
cautious? | have four words for you: Michael Jackson’s mug shot. We'll be watching... 


** Take that goddamned cellphone off your belt and put it in your murse where it 
belongs. 


*% Gone but not forgotten, Gucci alum Tom Ford, like all good martyrs before him, has 
left us something to remember him by, namely a '70s-buckaroo-playboy-jetsetter chic that 
brings out the Midnight Cowboy in any male it touches. The look is somewhat reminiscent 
of a heterosexual Houston hustler, only without the blowjob-guilt. Genius. Now that Ia 
Ford has turned his full attention to the house of Saint Laurent, we can all look forward to 
dressing like the slutty, coke-fiend offspring of French aristocrats. Mwah, Tommy. Eat your 
heart out, Paris Hilton. 


* Tweed ain’t stuffy or boring, particularly if you pair it with washed-out cotton, light- 
weight velvet, roughed-up leather or the few genuinely brilliant techno fabrics still floating 
around out there. Go out and get some now. Now! Excuse me, but what are you still 
doing here? W 


After earning a BFA in costume history and design, Vida has regularly shared practical 
knowledge of the good life through such venues as Vida’s Vanity Fare (Xtra! West), C’est 
La Vida (Buzz) and as a contributing broadcaster to CBC Radio’s RealTime. Dolce Vida 
marks a return to fashion writing after an almost eight-year absence. 


We specialize in creating customized 
wedding rings for you and 
your partner. . 


Share in the joy with rings that 
celebrate your relationship, 
love and commitment 


to one another. 


FREE polishing cloth with purchase 
when you mention this ad. 


yey 


THE JEWELER 


APPRAISALS 
CANADIAN DIAMONDS 
ESTATE JEWELRY 

GEM SOURCING 
REPAIRS 


807 HORNBY STREET 
VANCOUVER, BC CANADA 


(604) 681.9548 
JTHEJ@AXION.NET 


GAY OWNED AND OPERATED 


THE JEWELER YOU CAN TRUST 
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Clear and present danger 


By Tyler Hopson 


ISSUES 


“I'm six months clean now. I go to clubs, parties, and 
even sex parties. | don't crave Tina [crystal meth] 
anymore. I think the thing that really helps in that 
sense is that I see what an ugly bitch she is. Do I miss 
the awesome sex? I have a whole new kind of awesome 
sex. The kind where I cum. The kind where I sleep. The 
kind where I don't hate the other dude I 5 minutes into 
it. And the truth is, I think I miss my t-cells more.” 


—Bill, former crystal meth user on his addiction to the drug [Source: 


www.tweaker.org] 


Drugs and clubs seem to go hand-in-hand for many gay men, often at a dangerous price 
to their health. In recent years, the use of crystal methamphetamine—also known as 
“crystal meth”, “crystal”, “ice”, “Tina”, and a number of other names—has spiked in 


Vancouver, and doctors and counsellors say it’s a serious concern. 


“I think the problem is getting increasingly worse,” says Al Zwiers, a counsellor at the 
Three Bridges Community Health Centre in Vancouver’s West End. “In the last five or six 
years, it has really been the drug that has made a name for itself.” 


Dr. lan Martin says a variety of people agree that the crystal meth problem has gotten 
worse, particularly recently. “Over the past couple of years, crystal meth has come up 
time and time again,” he says of his experiences at a youth drop-in centre in Vancouver. 
But it’s difficult to say by just how much the problem has increased, he adds. 


Martin says the drug is definitely in use in Vancouver's gay community, often at clubs, 
raves and circuit parties. He says crystal meth is also cheap, in comparison to a drug like 
cocaine, and easy to find on the streets. All of this adds to the crystal meth problem. 


Martin, who also works at Three Bridges, speaks of a nineteen-year-old man who now 
has permanent heart problems, which doctors believe are the result of repeated crystal 
meth use. Martin tells of another patient, a twenty-one-year-old woman, who lost all her 
teeth due to the tooth decay the drug can cause. 


But the problems don’t stop there. Martin runs through a long list of problems linked 
to crystal meth. They range from movement disorders and an increase in violence among 
users to severe mental health problems, such as depression and even psychosis. Crystal 
meth can also increase a man’s risk of getting HIV. 


“The big concern...amongst gay and bisexual men is the concern around HIV trans- 
mission.” Martin says, noting that the use of crystal meth heightens the sexual experi- 
ence for those who partake, and that it can lead to long and sometimes rough sex. 


There is also a concern that crystal meth users might be less likely to use condoms 
and may have sex with several different partners while high. Even where condoms are 
used, men might not notice that a condom has broken or they may be less sensitive to 
pain while having anal sex, and therefore at a greater risk of injury or HIV transmission. 


According to the San Francisco AIDS Foundation, some studies have found that gay 
men who use crystal meth are two to four times more likely to be infected with HIV, . 


“Those using meth have a higher rate of HIV [infection] than heterosexual meth users 
or those who don't use drugs in the [gay] community,” says Martin. “A lot of people using 
the drug don’t realize that’s a big risk.” 


Zwiers says people experiment with drugs for a variety of reasons. Many people, he 
says, simply want to know what a certain drug feels like. “That kind of curiosity is normal. 
Wanting to feel good, wanting to feel alive is normal. | think the problem...is when a 
person becomes dependent on something to feel that.” 


While there are similarities in the stories Zwiers hears about crystal meth use, he says 
all sorts of people become involved with the drug for various reasons. “There is no 
absolute formula. There is no ‘This plus this plus this equals addiction to crystal meth.” 


Martin says some gay men use crystal meth to help them lose weight and feel better 
about their appearance, and acknowledges that some men function very well while using 
the drug in the beginning. “In small doses, you'll get [working] professionals using it. And 
they'll do that for a long time before they really realize what kind of effect it’s having on 
their body.” 
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Zwiers believes that many men are turning to drugs in their search for a connection 
with others. “I know a lot of people living in the West End, in those concrete towers, who 
want to meet people, not necessarily for relationships...but for really connecting.” 


He says there’s a real need to focus on non-bar, non-sex opportunities to meet and 
build relationships that make make gay men feel they're part of a greater community. 


“Sex can be a great thing, but if that is the only identity around which a community is 
defined, then that community is going to be lacking because there are so many other 
aspects of a community.” 


Zwiers encourages the men who visit 
him for counselling to get involved in 
sports, discussion groups or some form of 
artistic expression. 


ADVERTISE IN: 


“When people are living healthy lives,” 
he says, “their need—or their perceived 
need—to use substances will decrease.” 


Vv 


Audited Circulation 
37,500: 


RESOURCE LIST 


Anyone who is experiencing problems 
with crystal meth can visit Vancouver's 
Three Bridges Community Health 
Centre at 1292 Hornby St. or contact 
them by telephone at (604) 714-3480 


The following websites provide useful 
information about crystal meth: 


www.tweaker.org 
www.crystalmeth.org 
www.sexnowsurvey.com 


Steven RodRozen 
(604) 818-0446 


vancouver@outlooks.ca 
www.outlooks.ca 


Tyler Hopson is a freelance writer and 
graduate student based in Vancouver. 


Mark Virgin 
LAWYER 
604-669-9321 » mvirgin@svy.ca 


PERSONAL INJURY LAW & CIVIL LITIGATION 


SIV 


Y | Swadden Virgin & Young 


BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS - LAW CORPORATIONS 
1107-808 Nelson Street Vancouver BC 


By Pat Johnson 


imi Everybody sing! Things are 
heating up for the new year, with the 
monumental Unison 2004 taking place 
February 28, 7:30 p.m. at St. Andrew's 
Wesley Church. Two hundred musicians 
from A Vancouver Women’s Chorus, GLASS 
Youth Choir and Stained GLASS, Rainbow Concert Band, Rainy City Gay Men’s Chorus, 
the Vancouver Lesbian and Gay Choir and the Vancouver Men’s Chorus will come 
together to make music and for a worthy cause. Unsurpassed performances of music, 
“song and dance from these diverse groups will help fund an ambitious Gay and Lesbian 
Music Festival in 2006 here in the city, drawing gay and lesbian choral groups from 
across Canada. Tix are $20 (Math has never been my strong suit, but isn’t that about a 
dime per musician?) from Little Sister's, Women in Print and at the door on the night 
_of the concert. For more info, call Dave Hicks at (604) 687-1723 


Lal Kings and queens of the Coast And don’t forget the Coronation, a Vancouver 
tradition. This year’s theme:A Night at the Carnivale. It promises to be a hot-blooded 
spectacular. The revellers will kick up their heels on March 13 at the Coast Plaza. For 
info and tix, visit www.dmsvan.com. 


+t Wasn't he the bear on the Muppets? Does anyone else get confused now that 
the theatre formerly known as the Ford Centre is now just referred to as “The 
oe | always picture hundreds of thespians and fans marching up those rickety 
stairs off Davie Street to the Centre—after all, we had the name first... Anyway, if you 
know where the other Centre is—across from the main library on Homer Street—head 
_down for Vancouver's taste of the 1999 Tony Award-winning (Okay, so we're a little 
behind Broadway) musical Fosse about director, dancer and choreographer Bob Fosse, 
who revolutionized musical theatre with hits like Chicago and films like All That Jazz and 
Cabaret. Choreography, baby—yeah! Fosse runs March 9 to 14. Tix at Ticketmaster. Buy 
bulk and save.... This year’s other presentations are Plaid Tidings, 42nd Street and 
Terracotta Warriors. 


: Of homos and hobos If Fosse is a little too polished for your tastes, try 
something a little less structured. The Dolly Ranchers call themselves an “alt-country” 
trio of hobo musicians offering grunge-tinted folk music and a stage presence akin to 


_A personal streak-free tan 
that will not damage or 4 


wrinkle your 


* CAMPER 

* ENERGIE 

* MISS SIXTY 
*MAG 

*PUMA 

* DIESEL 
*CYDWOG 

* FARYLROBIN 


MAINLAND ST.| YALETOWN | VANCOUVER | 


604-685-9696 www.intra-venus.com 


the circus. They play the WISE Hall in East Van February 6.Tix are $15 at Little Sister's. 


imi Swish, swish Our own Cutting Edges gay hockey team is hosting Defi Coast to 
Coast Challenge 2004, dubbed North America’s top gay hockey tournament. (Is there a 
bottom gay hockey tourney?) The event is on Easter weekend, April 8 to ||, and takes 
place at Canlan Ice Sports, located in North Vancouver. For more info, check out 
www.thecuttingedges.com or follow your nose to the sweaty jerseys. 


imi Has anybody seen my Sweet Gypsy Rose? A Burlesque Valentine is a fundraiser 
for the Actor’s Fund, HIV/AIDS Relief and PAL Vancouver, featuring Vancouver’s hottest 
talent and hosted by those Breakfast TV hotties Fiona Forbes and Michael Eckford at 
the Arts Club Revue Stage February 15, 8 p.m. (Don’t they have to get up early?) 
Presented by Theatre Cares. If you want to be a part of it, call the Arts Club box office, 
(604) 687-1644. 


y+ Lend a hand AIDS Vancouver is looking for volunteers in a variety of capaci- 
ties, including working on care teams, running the grocery service and doing shifts on 
the Helpline providing up-to-date information, referrals and support regarding HIV and 
AIDS by telephone, e-mail and Internet. To help, e-mail volres@aidsvancouver.org. 


y+ Chefs and Divas unite When the co-sponsors of an event are Diva at the Met 
and Moét et Chandon, you know it’s going to be good. Chefs for Life 2004 is a 
fundraiser for Vancouver Friends for Life. An unbelievable eleven-course meal with 
accompanying vintage wines is offered at the Metropolitan Hotel’s glam Diva at the Met, 
but the chefs come from the best kitchens all over the city. Host chef Scott Baechler 
welcomes colleagues from West, the Pan Pacific, Lumiere (that Rob Feenie is every- 
where—| think there’s more than one of him), Vij’s, Chartwell and on and on. Live and 
silent auctions with the theme The Finer Things in Life offer rare wines, travel getaways 
and dreamlike edibles. The $275 per mouth tix come with a tax receipt and a guarantee 
of a full stomach and a happy heart. February 26 is the red-letter day for foodies. Call 
(604) 782-1995 or e-mail vachon@telus.net to get in on it. Friends for Life provides 
support for people living with HIV/AIDS, cancer and other life-threatening illnesses. 


ty Laugh it up The Odyssey plays host to the Family of Comics production, 
Vancouver, You Lied to Me, February |1,15,18 and 22. The one-act play revolves around 
the relationship between a drag queen and a coffin salesman. Tix $10 at Little Sisters or 
call (604) 523-2734.A dollar from each ticket goes to A Loving Spoonful. 


be TEP 


dl pete 
Sey eee * 


On Ee Oe 


me CHE: 


YALETOWN PET HOSPITAL 


fe SM ST - 604 682 7389 
° U 1 t po K Sveneewe 


February 2004 9 


iN THE y) 


The fun will erupt 


Starting March 5th, paradise is going to get a whole lot more colourful, as the Maui 
AIDS Foundation once again embraces the rainbow to kick-off its 3rd Annual Volcano 
Party Festival. The celebration is a two-tier event, with the main festival running from 
March 5th through 7th on the Island of Oahu, and a supplemental party taking place on 
the Island of Maui on May Ist . Not only does this celebration promote the islands as 
premiere gay tourist destinations, it also serves as a signature benefit for the MAF raising 
funds for, and awareness of, HIV/AIDS in Hawaii. According to organizers, this year’s party 
promises to be the biggest and best in the event’s brief history. 


“We'll be hosting two world-class dance party weekends on two of the most beautiful 
islands in the world,” enthuses Maui AIDS Foundation Executive Director Jon Berliner, “... 
the entire weekend promises to be an exciting new experience for visitors and residents 
alike.” ae ; 


The weekend-long event will also serve | 
as an aloha-style bon voyage sendoff for the |; 
largest gay cruise in the world, an exclusive | 
charter on the Norwegian luxury liner } 
Star, coordinated by Atlantis events. Pre- |# 


Cast Details 
A Vancouver Women’s Chorus : Saturday, 


GLASS Youth Choir & Stained GLASS February 25, 2004 departure, guests will have a chance to 
Rainy City Gay Men’s Chorus 7:30 p.m. enjoy special events, celebrity guest DJs 
The Rainbow Concert Band St. Andrew’s-Wesley Church and headline entertainers, including 

Vancouver Lesbian & Gay Choir 1022 Nelson @ Burrard Kristine W and Pepper MaShay. DJs slated 
Vancouver Men's Chonik Tickets $20 to spin include: DJ Brett Henrichsen of |; 
available through performing artists, Masterbeat; D) Hex Hector; D) Paulo; DJ : 

Guests Biles ae Ore) seta ae ee ae Barry Harris; and Hawaii's own DJ Rayne. 

Musaic ~ Victoria’s Chorus of Lesbians, The festivities will kick-off with a cocktail 

Gay Men & Allies sboneertay party at the (in)famous Honolulu hot-spot, 

Partial proceeds to Gay & Lesbian Music Festival 2006 vin 99, Citytv | Hula’s Bar and Lei Stand, and continues 


later that night with “Steam”, a mega-dance [Hs Volcano Party headliner Pepper MaShay 


party at Volcanoes, one of the largest dance 

clubs in the state. Saturday will see the weekend’s flagship event—the “Volcano 

Party”—invade Hawaiian Waters Adventure Park in grand style, an extravaganza that will 
am Sunday Night Sex Show with } feature state-of-the-art lighting, sound and laser displays. Revellers will be able to soak 

Fri& Sat z. Adrien & Paige + Chicken Toss, themselves throughout the day, and then shake it all off with dancing into the wee hours 

Amateur Strip & Amateur Drag of the night. For those who haven't had enough at that point, an official after-hours party 

will also be held at Waikiki’s Level 2, with special host Big Tom. 


Open ‘til 
"4 


Retro Nights - Dance All Night Long Even once the Star sets sail, the fun will continue for landlocked partygoers, as MAF 
+ Special Shows - Cheep Cheep! has planned a T-Dance to wrap up the weekend at Wave Waikiki. A mere three weeks 

wy, later, on May Ist, tireless fun-seekers will have a chance to experience it all over again, 
with the second installment of the Volcano Party on Maui. The Grand Waikapu Resort 
Tickle Me Tuesday's will serve as the venue for this portion of the fundraiser, with guest DJ Roland Belmares 
with Carlotta & Guests keeping everyone on their toes well into the night... and morning. 


For more information on how you can get in on the action and support a good cause 
in the process, log on to the event's official website at: www.volcanoparty.com 


Mz. Adrien's & Friends 
day Weekly Show - Vancouver's 
ues Longest Running Drag Show! 


Male Strippers 
9:30pm, 11pm, 12:30am & 2am 
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Danschke. Kevelohbusck 29A, 45277 
Essen, Germany. 
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SKIN DEEP 


3D Dick: The long and short 
of penile enhancement 


By Steven Schelling 


Whomever said that good things come in small packages was definitely not 
a gay man. While less is often more, the laws of fashion and design seems to 
fall short, quite literally, in the boudoir. In a world where boys will be boys 
with other boys, bigger, while not always better, is at least preferred. An 
informal and horribly unscientific poll conducted by yours truly at a local 
bar on a Saturday night confirmed my suspicions: inside of every _ ‘! 
gay man is a size queen. Well, Your Highness, if you're afraid mr 
that your peasant is revolting or you want a little more 
Magna in your Carta, read on. 


A Short History of a Growth Industry 


The current preferred technique for penile lengthening 
originated in China in 1984, the idea of a certain Dr. Long 
(yes, his real name). An unfortunate man had his 
“chopstick” chomped by a chow-chow as a child and was 
not able to marry and perform his husbandly duties. Up 
pops Dr. Long with a radical new idea. The experimental operation was _ 

a success and Dr. Long's reputation grew to mirror the results of his 

revolutionary technique. Eventually, Dr. Robert Stubbs (his real name too!), a Toronto plastic 
surgeon, heard of the new procedure and headed to China to study with Dr. Long. 
Unfortunately, Dr. Long spoke no English and Dr. Stubbs spoke no Cantonese so a translator, 
Dr. Dong (I couldn’t make this up if | tried), joined the team. Dr. Stubbs trained at the feet of 
the master, Dr. Long, while Dr. Dong facilitated the entire affair. With Long and Dong’s know!- 
edge firmly in hand, Stubbs returned to his Toronto practice and ever since Canadian men of 
more modest means have had the opportunity to Super Size their Happy Meal. 


In order to get the big picture on penis enlargement | spoke with Dr. Donald G. Fitzpatrick, 
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M.D., FRCSC, of the Fairview Plastic Surgery Centre in Vancouver. Dr. Fitzpatrick has been 
practicing plastic and reconstructive surgery for the past twenty-four years. Since 1994 he has 
been the only doctor in western Canada to offer cosmetic penile surgery and is, apparently 
along with Dr. Stubbs, one of only two surgeons trained in this procedure in the entire country. 
He was very pleasant to talk to and able to condense a lot of technical information into a 
conversational tone that even a dumb blonde like me could understand. 


The Long Haul 


When it comes to penile lengthening, the operation itself is relatively 
straightforward once you familiarize yourself with the penis. This is not to 
suggest that you have not clocked your share of flight time in the cockpit, but 
there are a few things even you might not know! Think of a penis like a 
skyscraper—that shouldn't be hard to do (who hasn't, right?). In order for 
that building to stand tall, it requires a deep foundation. A penis follows the 
same architectural rules as a high-rise; fully one-half of penis is internal. This 
_ internal portion of the penis is tethered to the pubic bone by a suspensory 
ligament. The first part of the operation severs this ligament. The surgeon will 

then interpose muscle tissue (gracilis, in doc talk) to prevent possible re-attach- 
ment of the ligament. Finally, he will sew you up and send you home. 


if 


ae To the surprise of many, this operation is classified as mere day surgery, although it 
~~ is performed under general anesthesia. It seems like a relatively quick and painless 
exercise. It is. “The operation is the easy part,” says Dr. Fitzpatrick. “During recovery is 
when the hassle factor really begins. For penile lengthening to work best, post-operative 
procedure is just as important as the operation itself?’ Fitzpatrick demands that his patients 
spend the first three days on what he calls “couch rest”. During this period, he explains that 
they will certainly experience some discomfort. The pain, he says, stems from the interposing 
of the muscle tissue and not from the severed ligament. “It’s like when you pull a groin muscle 
playing hockey,” he says mildly,“only it’s on both sides.” Having sustained a groin injury (to only 
one side, mind you) in a drunkenly concocted game of “Look! | can do the splits too!” | feel 
that | understand to a certain degree what those first few days would be like. Unpleasant is a 
serious understatement. Walking normally may be impossible for the first ten or so days. 
Within a week most of his patients return to work; however, those with more physically 
demanding jobs usually wait a while longer. Sex is a no-no for the first three weeks and sports 
are not allowed until week six. 


The Weighting Game 
One week after the operation, the patient begins to wear continued opposite 


weights on the penis from the time he wakes up to the time he goes 
to bed. Lead weights, starting at about four ounces, are strapped to 
the shaft. Over the course of the next three months, the weight is gradually increased to an 
astounding eighteen ounces.! Next time you're at Starbucks, grab a pound of ground Sumatra 
and round up. That should give you an idea of what to expect. 


from previous 


According to Fitzpatrick, the weights give his patients the most difficulty. “Many say that there 
will be no problem until they have to wear them,” he says. “But the weights are crucial to the 
procedure’s success. Without them, you are severely limiting the potential increase in length 
afforded by the operation.” The prospect of walking around swinging like the pendulum on a 
grandfather clock may be amusing to some but it is definitely something to keep in mind when 
considering a procedure of this nature. 


And just what is it that you can expect after three months of recovery and approximately 
$6,200? “You can expect an increase of about three to four centimetres in the flaccid length 
of the penis and an increase of about two centimetres in the erect length,” states Dr. Fitzpatrick. 
He does, however, point out that these figures are an average, and that some patients have 
gained more while others have gained less. 


For those men who are satisfied with their length but a little shy about the circumference of 
their penis, Dr. Fitzpatrick offers fat injections. In this procedure, fat is first harvested from the 
abdomen. (To a bargain hunter it sounds like a two-for-one deal: lose some girth round the 
middle and gain it downstairs!) The harvested fat is then injected throughout the length of the 
penis through a series of tiny incisions at the base of the corona—that’s the head, guys. A 
needle is inserted into the incision all the way to the base of the shaft. As it is withdrawn, the 
fat is pumped out. Sounds romantic doesn’t it? The patient must keep his penis wrapped for 
at least two weeks in order for the fat to “take”. While recovery is much shorter and there 
is less pain than with penile lengthening, patients are made aware that swelling of the penis will 
be marked. “Many patients are ecstatic with the results right after surgery before the swelling 
goes down,” muses Dr. Fitzpatrick. “When the final results are revealed after three months, 
they're happy but they miss the extra swelling”” He recommends that the patient take a week 
off work. As with the other procedure, they are also warned to abstain from sex for three 
weeks and sports for six. 


Dr. Fitzpatrick readily admits that the results are less predictable with fat injections as they 
are with penile lengthening. “Fat tissue must develop a blood supply and so only half of the 
injected fat cells survive in the long term,” he explains. This can sometimes lead to the 
bumpy/lumpy fat distribution that is the stuff of nightmares. The average increase in the circum- 
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ference of the flaccid penis is approximately two centimetres. But many of Dr. Fitzpatrick’s 
patients opt to have the procedure more than once. “About half of my patients come back for 
another treatment,” he says. At about $4,000 a shot, it could be a very expensive proposition. 

Limp Bizkit 

When considering any surgery, be it reconstructive or cosmetic, it is important to be aware 
of all possible complications and long-term effects. Dr. Fitzpatrick was very forthcoming with 
the potential complications of penile surgery and of surgery in general. “All surgeries can 
expect complications in one to two percent of cases,” he warns. “The three major areas for 
concern are infection, bleeding and haematoma. With penile surgery in particular, the real 
danger is injury to blood vessels and nerves in the penis: those structures responsible for 
normal penile function.” (AKA: impotence). It’s possible that in your zeal to make them squeal 
you could be left with a soldier who won't salute. In a moment of revealing humour after a 
long interview, Dr. Fitzpatrick added that he had been very fortunate in his career and that that 
particular problem had not arisen, “Touch wood!” 


While Dr. Fitzpatrick treats patients with serious medical conditions such as pelvic fractures 
and childhood traumas that make sexual relations impossible or painful, a great number of his 
patients seek him out for what he calls “Locker Room Syndrome”. Although it sounds like the 
title of a football-themed Jeff Stryker movie, it is a self-image crisis stemming from the fear, real 
or perceived, that you don’t measure up. “What these patients get out of a procedure is a 
confidence that they did not have before. It is very similar to the confidence a woman gets with 
breast implants,” he reasons. He cautions that just having the extra length or girth will not 
necessarily improve your sex life but that the confidence boost will change the way a patient 
interacts with those around him. It is that change in behaviour and not the new toy in your 
pants that will have an impact on your sex life. 


As well, he points out that those men with existing erectile dysfunction cannot be helped by 
cosmetic procedures. Although that seems an obvious statement, he has to turn away up to 
two men for each one that he operates on because of a pre-existing condition or unrealistic 
expectations. That must be where the Jeff Stryker movie comes in. “If you want to walk out 
with twelve inches,” Dr. Fitzpatrick says, “| can’t help you.” 


For more information on penile procedures or Dr. Fitzpatrick visit www.fairviewplastic- 
surgery.com For more information on Dr. Robert H. Stubbs, MD’s Cosmetic Surgicenter in 
Toronto visit Vv 


Steven Schelling lives in Vancouver and is very happy with his penis, thank you. 


tresn 


flowers INC 


fresh flowers « plants « orchids « pots 
vases « candles « cards « found objects 


floral arrangement classes 
gift certificates also available 


1332 davie street 
604-685-3500 


| ee — x tee 


rey U T L EQ K $ vancduver February 2004 


is also for ’ y’ 


By Josh Murray 


Cynics often gripe that Valentine’s Day is nothing but a crass, contrived example of 
commercialism at its worst. 


They obviously just don’t know how to shop. 


Flowers will do, sure, and chocolates are nice, but really—who still does dairy? For 
those who eschew the DIY approach, Cupid’s 2004 appearance offers the chance to 
explore the retail market once again for the ideal gift for your Valentine. Whether you're 
new at the game of love or simply looking to top last year’s token, there’s no end to 
perfect ideas out there just waiting to be wrapped, ribbon’d and received. And there’s no 
need to spend a small fortune. If you're still paying off Christmas bills or 
saving for the summer, there are plenty of affordable gifts to woo the one 
you love. 


While smooth jazz or quiet piano might be 
“proper” soundtracks for romantic evenings, they 
certainly won't help you out on the Stairmaster. If 
you've got a music nut on your list, try picking up the 
latest from soap star-turned-gay icon Kylie Minogue. 
While hugely overproduced, her sophisticated brand 
of dance-pop is infectious. 2001's Fever confirmed 
the Australian songstress as the most prominent of 
the dancefloor divas. In fact, some have even hinted 
that may have dethroned Madonna. Minogue's 
brand-new disc Body Language, out in general ; 
release February 10th, features slick, fresh vibes 
with major R&B and ’80s influences. The first 
single Slow is an exceptional, seductive number 
bolstered by a stylish, sensual video. Expect Slow to enjoy 
a fast ride to the top of the club charts. 
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Minogue is not the only young, gay icon on the shelves this season. Drug-problems and 
sex tapes aside, Paris Hilton and Nicole Ritchie stood out as the most hilarious, absurd 
pair ever celebrated on reality TV. On the MTV-to-FOX transfer smash, The 
Simple Life, the pair dared to live large for thirty torturous days in small- 
town Arkansas last spring—and they became instant celebrities the 
minute their down-on-the-farm misadventures hit 
the airwaves. The DVD of the full season is in stores 
now and makes a perfect gift for the television buff 
in—or out of—your house. 


Paris struts and preens to ridiculous extent while 
Nicole displays the comedic timing of someone well- 
schooled in sitcom schtick. The poor-little-rich-girl [ 
routine can grow tiresome but there’s nothing quite | 
like seeing Paris let loose on the dance floor or 
Nicole attempt to make onion rings at a fast 
food restaurant. They wreak havoc as co- 
chairs of the Spring Fair, alienate half the 
female population of the town and abuse a 
local cattle rancher’s account during an 
hilarious spending spree at the local 
co-op. As if we need another reason 
to watch, Nicole even reveals that she finds the sight of two men kissing to be 
a huge turn-on. 


If silly socialites lack the intellectual and cultural flair you require when giving a 
gift, a trip to the bookstore might be in order. Dry, by Augusten Burroughs, is a 
searing, affecting memoir of a young, gay man’s descent into alcoholism. Burroughs 
tells his personal tale in this follow-up to his bestseller Running with Scissors. 


After stumbling into astounding success in New York’s booming advertising industry at 
an early age, Burroughs began drinking himself to absolute disaster. Dry follows his tumul- 
tuous ride through drunkenness, recovery and, ultimately, sobriety. It has been hailed by 
many literary critics as one of the greatest non-fiction works of 2003; Carolyn See of The 
Washington Post wrote that Burroughs’ work “makes you happy that there’s such a thing 
in the world as a string of written words”. 


Indeed, the author's great talent is exemplified when his 
heartbreaking honesty is mingled with his acerbic wit. He continued opposite 
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enrolls in a wholly-gay rehabilitation facility because he believes 
it will look something like an lan Schrager hotel. Upon arrival, 
our disillusioned protagonist is comforted by the fact that the institution’s struggling 
patients are gay because he believes they will “appreciate the drama” 
of the entire predicament. Burroughs masterfully weaves into the 
story the pettiness of office politics, the tragedy of AIDS and the 
safety that comes from knowing you are not alone. Never for a 
moment does the author allow himself to 
wallow in his own self-pity, nor does he deflect 

blame; instead, he turns the magnifying glass on 

himself and dissects—often with incredible 

sincerity—his own struggles, flaws and defeats. — 


from previous 
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Be advised, however: the book sells quickly 
and may prove tricky to track down. Rest 
assured that it’s well worth the effort—and the 
fact that it’s a tough find will make it an even 
more special gift. 


Hardcover novels take a while to wade 
through and, if your Valentine isn’t a bookworm, 
you may want to think about moving on to 
something a tad higher-end. If you're not 
worried about budget at this time of year, 
there’s no better way to spend your 
money than by spoiling the one you love. 
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With Napster a thing of the past and Kazaa 
slowly fading into cyber-memory, legal download sites are ushering in a new era in home 
entertainment. While iTunes is leading the charge south of the border, 
www.Puretracks.com is the Canadian frontrunner. Developed by Toronto’s Moontaxi 
Media, the site allows users to search for, preview and download thousands of songs by 
music’s biggest stars. The site has a decidedly Canadian slant and offers online gift certifi- 
cates for shopping simplicity. Tracks cost, on average, CDN$1.19 each and full albums can 
be had for as little as CDN$9.99—a $100 gift e-card could fill your partner’s ears with 
tunes for a long time. Who knows? Maybe “your” song could be found amongst 
Puretracks’ spoils. 


To make use of this and other such sites, you'll need the technology to take the music 
away with you. No product has better cornered the portable digital music market than 
Apple’s iPod, which is available in both English and French for Mac or 
Windows. It also comes in three different versions, 10,20 and the new 
40GB. The device allows users to download music files from the 
Internet or transfer songs from their own music collection. Instead 
of hauling your entire CD rack with you on your next 
road trip, you can take one tiny piece of equipment 
and simply upload all of your favourite tunes. 


The I0GB iPod actually weighs less than two 
CDs and can hold up to 2500 songs. Be aware, 
though, that the cost of love can be dear: one 
basic unit will set you back about CDN$350, 
while the new 40GB version costs upwards of 
CDN$700. Try rationalizing the cost by reminding 
yourself that it can stock up to 10,000 tracks. 


If your budget is still not quite blown, try going for 
the gadget of the moment. A DVD recorder allows you 
to store your favourite television events on DVD for 
safekeeping—and, of course, the best visual playback 
quality. Most major electronics manufacturers now sell 
these devices to the masses and, just as audio CD burners 
revolutionized how we listen to and save our music, DVD 
recorders should significantly alter the way we watch television. 
Imagine compiling your own collection of the best episodes of Sex and the 

City just before the show’s swan song this spring, or even saving a cherished 
vacation video in digital format to protect the memories. These machines don’t come 
cheap, though, so be certain that the video you're transferring really is “cherished” in 
every sense. A basic model begins around CDN$900. 


Whether you want to offer a simple token of appreciation or a grandiose gesture of 
adoration, you can’t go wrong on Valentine’s Day if you recognize a partner, a friend or 
any loved one for everything they mean to you. Despite the commercial hoopla, the 
simple acknowledgement carries the greatest value. It’s just a nice bonus if that acknowl- 
edgement comes with an mp3 player. W 


Josh Murray is a Vancouver-based writer, ad exec. and all-around good time. For more log 
onto www.joshmurray.ca 


SUITE HOTEL 


838 Hamilton Street (corner of Robson Street), Vancouver BC V6B 6A2 


RCA atone 1.800.661.8870 


www.rosedaleonrobson.com 
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THANK YOU FROM TBB PRODUCTIONS 


"HEAVEN NEW YEAR'S ae , 
DECEMBER 31,2009 


PRESENTED BY 
| al 


MAIN SHOW PERFORMERS 
Brian Houle, Chris Duggan, Ben Newcombe, 
JR Anderson, Isidro Desiderio 


LATE SHOW PERFORMERS 


All You Can Eat Dancers 


ADDITIONAL PERFORMERS 
Don artis, Tracey Combes, Erik Sniedze 


COSTUMES DESIGN AND CONCEPT 


Bruno Fegan of The House of Boys’ Co 


HAIR AND MAKE-UP 
_ Brian Subido, Byron Chan, 


Esther Wong. John Cantayang 


“Management & Staff of Atlantis Nightub 


_ OUR GENEROUS PARTNERS - 

Interactive Male, Labatt, Pur Source, Vbase, 

_ The LotusLand Project, Lifesty nioms, 

‘Clubcard, Boys’ Co, Partyli 
_ Odyssey Magazin i 
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February will deliver more than just a date with a groundhog. The trick is to plan 
a cavalcade of Valentine’s Day diversions, especially when a Pride parade of planets 


will traipse through Aqueerius and posit in dreamy, creamy Pisces. Romance, creativity 
and intuition will be there for the taking. Pick a winner! 


ARIES (MARCH 2! - APRIL 20) 


Proud Rams will be juiced with a lemony zing as a cluster of planets in Pisces 
delivers surprises and karmic payback. The fates will find a way to plaster your 
achievements (or lack thereof) on the front page; have you been generous or stingy, 
sweetheart? If your deeds fall short, don’t panic: it is never too late to make good on 
all well-intended half-promises. That is, if they are well-intended! 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 


What is it about friendships this February that will make your heart flutter? It 
must be those dizzy planets in Pisces and too many nights contemplating “what-ifs”. 
Gay Bulls may become so overly sentimental that it could change certain relation- 
ships. Thank goodness Mars will deliver a burst of reality that'll knock you off your 
cloud and into some new substantial things. Anyone we know? 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 


Pink Twins will work overtime in their career this February to pursue the pot of 
corporate gold at the end of the rainbow. But try to mix pleasure with your business 
so burning the midnight oil won’t seem so burdensome. The Piscean energy will 
reward those who go with their intuition to divine the underlying political rules. 
Change the rules when you rule, you ruler you. 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 


Four planets will converge in Pisces this February and give you room to roam and 
experience life at its fullest. Gay Crabs will travel more than usual and should leave 
themselves open for adventure and possible romance. It could be a trip to the moon 
on gossamer wings, with Uranus applying the rocket surge. If so, chalk it up to just 
one of those delicious, short burst type of things. 


LEO (JULY 24-AUGUST 23) 


Plan for a tropical thaw this February when planets in Pisces will turn up the 
sexual heat. Proud Lions should make the most of this zesty energy while the 
Valentine’s season is in full swing. How much can you handle, lover? Mars will add a 
bit of oomph to your corporate ascent after the 4th, for those royal beasts who ache 
for both a merger and an acquisition. | see your stock is rising... That is your stock, 
isn’t it?! 

VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 


No self-respecting queer Virgin should be sitting home alone this February. Four 
planets in Pisces will give you clear sailing to seek your ship-shape shipmate or to 
navigate current relationships into deeper waters. It's a romantic time of year, baby, 
so shower your intended with attention, affection and Valentine’s goodies. A set of 
keys to the weekend house couldn’t hurt, either. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 


Prepare for the unexpected this February when the planets in Pisces will stir up 
your most romantic instincts. Love may be discovered at work or, even better, at the 
gym (it is easier to examine the merchandise before you buy...) Prideful Libras should 
consider hanging around the water cooler to pick up that stray piece of idle gossip... 
or is it a piece of an idle gossiper? 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 


Four planets in Pisces will conspire to push proud Scorps out into party hearty 
central this February, so gather your forces and become a social force with which to 
be reckoned. Sparky Uranus in Pisces can provide boundless artistic inspiration, but 
can also lead you down the path to reckless dissipation and excess. Which path will 
you choose? Oh, let's guess... 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 


February will be the perfect month to invite a few friendly folks over and entertain 
at home. Four planets in Pisces will entice gay Archers to seek stronger connections. 
And speaking of connections, this may not be a bad time to reconnect with 
family—who knows what can happen when the cards are laid on the table? You may 
find quite a few pieces of trump after you lay down your hand. 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 


Eloquence will be your middle name this February as a plethora of planets in 
Pisces turns on your charm. Proud Caps can even sound eloquent and wise, so why 
waste this sweet diplomatic riff on sour complaints and carping? Remember that you 
can catch more valentines with honey than with vinegar. Did | say honey? | meant 
champagne, roses and chocolates! 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 2! - FEBRUARY 19) 


Aqueerians may have a few fiscal surprises up their sleeves this February. 
Generosity will be key this month, so check the bottom line, loosen your purse 
strings a little and enjoy the Valentine’s rush.After the fourth, Mars will empower you 
to say what needs to be said. Good thing too; now is the time to push your agenda 
the next big step forward. So, if you can’t talk love, talk politics. 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 


There will be no stopping you this February when all these planets hover in your 
own sign. Guppies will be busy bees whose presence will seem to be demanded at 
every major social event. Create a buzz. See and be seen to make that first fabulous 
impression. Mystical Piscean planets may also devise a new “look” for you. The 
question is, what goes with pink spandex and suspenders? 


© 2004 MADAM LICHTENSTEIN, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment 
Purposes Only. Cruise www.TheStarryEye.com for horoscopes, articles and stuff. 
Madam is the author of the highly acclaimed HerScopes; A Guide To Astrology For 


Lesbians from Simon & Schuster. This book would have won the Pulitzer had the 


voting not been rigged. 


TOP REASONS 
TO ADVERTISE IN OUTLOOKS 
DURING 2004 


10. We’re the only truly national monthly GLBT publication in 
Canada with an audited circulation of 37,500. 
9. 79.3% of gay men and lesbians base their purchases on 
gay media advertising. 

8. 69% of Outlooks readers do not read daily newspapers. 

7. 48% of Outlooks readers earn in excess of $40,000 per 
annum. 

6. In the next year 55% of Outlooks readers will make a major 
purchase ($500+) three times or more. 

5. Each copy of Outlooks is read by an average of 3.1! 

people, making our total readership over 116,000. 

4. The entire magazine including all advertisements and 
editorial can be read online at www.outlooks.ca with no extra 
charge to advertisers or readers. 

3. Our lifestyle-oriented editorial is extremely popular and your 
ads will be noticed. 

2. Gay and lesbian consumers have more disposable income to 
spend on entertainment, dining out, weddings and 
consumer products or services. 

!. Your advertising will get results because our readers are 
loyal to the advertisers who support and make Outlooks 
possible. 


Call now to find out about our low, 
competitive advertising rates. 


Calgary Head office toll free 1-888-228-1157 
Vancouver Office (604) 818-0446 
or email: sales@outlooks.ca 
or visit our website www.outlooks.ca 


Laser Hair Removal 


Botox Treatment 


Chemical Peels & 


Broken Blood 
Vessel Treatments 


#206, Market Mall 
Professional Building 
N.W. Calgary 
(403) 271-docs (3627) 


www.dermdocs.net 
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ission Ridge B&B 


| A gay/lesbian retreat in the 
S heart of the Comox Valley 


Vancouver Island BC 


* POOL * HOTTUB 
* FIRESIDE POOL TABLE 


*IN-ROOM VCR/DVD/FRIDGE 


www.bbcanada.com/missionridge 


missionridge@shaw).ca 


(250) 334-9444 
Celebrating a decade of exceptional service 


Stay at Calgary's best Gay owned Bed & 
Breakfast. Offering more amenities than 
any other Bed & Breakfast in Calgary 


These luxuries are offered at exceptional 
prices and with wonderful service from 
your great hosts 


Find private/ensuite bathrooms, jetted 
tubs, fireplaces, king beds, digital cable, 
high speed internet and many other First 
Class amenities. No Shared Bathrooms! 


Please call or visit our website for details 
www.gaywestways.com 


"Alberta's first and most luxurious 
gay-owned Bed & Breakfast" 


Come relax in our 32 jet 216 - 25 Ave SW 
hot tub on our private deck. : Calgary, Alberta 
_ Clothing optional. (403) 229-1758 


béd & breakfast 


547 Oxford Avenue, Kelowna BC V14 7L4. 


Kelowna's Central Gay B&arB 


- 1/2 block from the beach 

- Short walk to downtown 

- Private sun deck and sauna 

- Private or shared bath options 
- Pet friendly 


250-762-3738 (618) 264-0050 
springbuck@shaw.ca 23 Drummond Sucet West Perth, Ontario ae 26 
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www. suxberges.aa 


AUBERGE DU.CENPRE VILDE INC. 
1070, RUE MACKAY, MONTREAL _H3G 2HI1_(514) 938-9393 (800) 668-6253 


Dear Freddy 


Dear Freddy, 


The guy | like—I mean really} 
like—is going out with someone 
who’s totally wrong for him. We; 
both have tons in common and | know 
that I’d be a better boyfriend for him than; 
the loser he’s going out with. How do | make him see this? Every time li 
try to make a move he either misses the point or brings up his boyfriend.§ 
It’s not fair. 


R.L. 
Dear R.L., 


Well, darlin’, life ain’t fair most of the time, | hate to tell you... Actually, I’m quite} 
intrigued by your statement that the objet of your affection is seeing someone whof 
is “totally wrong for him”. Totally wrong for him how? Has his boyfriend got a vagina? § 
Is he criminally insane? A member of the brand-spanking-new Canadian 
i Conservative Party? | think if you answered ‘no’ to these three questions then it's§ 
really just a matter of opinion. Yours. And if your objet “misses” the point or 
mentions his boyf every time you make a move, chances are he doesn’t agree with§ 
it. Try to think of it as of the Goldilocks factor—too hot, too cold, just right, etc.;} 
obviously the only one this concerns is you, ‘cause your pals sound quite happy 
together. | know it doesn’t seem fair (re-read sentence one, please) but them’s the 
breaks, hon. The Goldilocks factor can be a vexing one, | know—if it helps, tryj 
imagining bits of that thieving, trespassing little bitch in a pile of bear droppings, as 
Darwin (not Mother Goose) intended. If that doesn’t help, go jerk off or something; 
you'll forget all about it soon enough. 


Hugs, 
Fred 


Dear Freddy, 


| hate my roommate! He is obsessed with collecting DVDs—tons of 
them—but guess what? He doesn’t even have a DVD player! | don’t 
leither! He just keeps buying them and buying them, no matter what they 
are. He even bought Mr. Deeds! | know what he does with his money isn’t} 
any of my business technically, but he’s usually short on his half of the rent 
and/or utilities and this past Christmas he didn’t even buy his family 
presents. Guess who got a bunch of new DVDs, though... ? 1 don’t know 
what to do—I’m “carrying” both of us right now, even though the lease is 
in his name. What do you think? 


DVDeked 
Dear DVDeked, 


Like you, | think your roommate is an absolute twat, which should come as noj 
surprise. What does surprise me is the fact that he’s shelled out all this money on 
titles but hasn’t yet invested in a player—hell, they're only a hundred or so dollars& 
now! However, having a DVD player in the house will not help either of you. What 
you need to do is tell him to sort himself out. Quickly. Next time he’s short on 
rent, go pay the building manager your half and tell him/her what the situation has 
been in terms of you “carrying” things. It'll be his word against yours, but the fact 
that you actually had your half of the rent to turn in will speak volumes to the 
manager. If he is still short on cash, the only resort may be to sell off some titles or 
take them to a trade-in dealership. Tell your roomie that I'll take his copy of 28 Days 
Later, if he has one—it features yummy Cillian Murphy’s bare bum and wiener in it 
and he spends the last part of the film all wet and shirtless. Actually, I'd like to hump 
Cillian Murphy's leg so badly, I’m just gonna go out and buy my own copy; tell 
Technology Boy he’s doomed and move out. All the best to you both. 


Love, 
Freddy 


Wrife to me, Dears! 


tters become the property of Outlooks and are subject to editing. 


Write to: Dear Freddy, clo Outlooks 
: Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 
17th Ave. SW, Cal: eos 


or email: editor@outlooksica 
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Title: Killing Joke 
From: Zuma Recordings 
Release Date: 2003 


Given some of my musical tastes, I’ve 
always felt like | belonged to the “odd man 
out club” in a subculture largely dominated 
by techno, disco and flavour-of-the-month 
pop. That was until an encounter with 
Spunk, a once-a-month gay punk/skinhead 
night held at Toronto’s Black Eagle. 
According to the event write-up in fab 


magazine, “Pop punk is so despised by the 
Spunk boys that a ‘bounty of one beer’ is 
provided to mercenaries who deliver a 
broken Simple Plan or Good Charlotte 
CD” to the event organizers. 


| was intrigued. 


Following a fine meal of lemongrass 
mussels at Church Street’s Hair of the Dog, 
my best Toronto pal and | ventured up the 
Eagle’s steps and passed through a black 
rubber curtain into the “Spunk room”. 
After taking in the sights and sounds for 
awhile, we strolled over to the D] to make 
a couple of “test” requests. “You have any 
Dickies or Dwarves?” | asked. “Sure,” 
came the reply, “gimme a sec to dig ‘em 
out.” | was impressed—not only by the 
quality of the D]’s collection but by the 
number and variety of people in atten- 
dance. It was this trip to Spunk that made 
me decide to take a chance on the 
following CD review. 


Not so long ago, on a road trip to the 
Okanagan with my big brother (not a 
“here’s-a-surrogate-for-your-deceased- 
father” kind, but an honest-to-goodness 
genetic one), | heard the most recent 
release from Killing Joke, a self-titled 
masterpiece that reminded me just how 
enduring a band can be when it sets its 
sights on a specific style and philosophy. 
The results of a foray into the recording 
studio after a seven-year hiatus, the band’s 
latest offering is everything fans have come 
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to expect from Killing Joke, only this time 
“everything” has been enhanced by a pent- 
up rage that drives the tracks through from 
start to finish in a chaotic blur. 


From the raw political anthem Total 
Invasion to the epic, near-symphonic Dark 
Forces, this album is a remarkable one to 
experience over and over again, the scope 
of its brilliance becoming more apparent 
with each push of the play button. As 
always, much of the credit must go to 
frontman Jaz Coleman, although his efforts 
would only be half-effective without a solid 
crew to back him up, and original band 
members Youth and Geordie are among 
them this time ‘round. Whether it’s his 
signature roar on most of the album’s 
tracks or the menacing, rumbling intros on 
the aforementioned cuts, it’s clear that 
Coleman’s power and passion has not 
diminished in some twenty-six years. 


The intros to both Dark Forces and Total 
Invasion are wickedly theatrical, particularly 
since Coleman sounds sort of like that 
lizard thing Louis Gossett Jr. played 
opposite Dennis Quaid in the movie Enemy 
Mine. After hearing The Death & 
Resurrection Show, the CD’s first cut, | 
firmly believe that Mr. C’s vocal cords are 
now the texture of alligator hide, but it’s a 
delicious bit of damage and an incredible 
boon to both the group and this collection 
of songs. Jaz Coleman is, hands-down and 
without a doubt, the choirboy of the apoca- 


lypse. 


ionday to Saturday: 12 pm to Spar— 
ppunday: 12 pm to 6 pm 


1322 17th ave SW, Calgary (Ab) T2T 0C3 ° Tel.: 


On this particular album, another person 
who has to be singled out is guest musician 
Dave “Nirvana/Foo Fighters/Queens of the 
Stone Age” Grohl, whose intense, precision 
drumming on every song puts the 
music—and Coleman—into overdrive. It is 
an amazing thing to hear. To witness such a 
performance would be, | think, possibly the 
only thing that could be more incredible. 
There are episodes on some songs where 
one can imagine Grohl assaulting his 
membranes with the intensity of a stroke- 
drummer on a Viking slave ship, although 
this mental scene only plays out properly 
when run on fast-forward. The resulting 
beats are breathtaking not only in their 
power but in their perfection, providing a 
seamless foundation for this album’s other 
layers of brilliance. 


If you like your music raw and raucous, 
and want to experience the “real 
deal”—undiminished over more than two 
decades of performing—then this Killing 
Joke CD is one you have to hear to believe. 
This is a standout in a sea of pale pop imita- 
tors whose only claim to post-punk credi- 
bility is the number of piercings on their 
bodies. Outstanding. W 
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IN THE NEWS 


Neudorf’s ready to race 


By Outlooks Staff 


A regular Outlooks contributor has thrown his hat into the ring for the Liberal nomina- 
tion in the new federal riding of Calgary North Centre. Youth Columnist Lorne Bradley 
Neudorf was a candidate in the 2001 provincial election and hopes to bring his vision to 
national politics. Campaigning on a “new genera- 
tion of leadership,’ Neudorf wants to engage and 
energize voters in the diverse riding. Neudorf's 
background includes a Bachelor of Science 
| degree and international development experi- 

ence with the United Nations. 


One of Neudorf's top priorities is the issue of 
8 local representation in Ottawa. “Our opposition 
MPs have yelled our concerns across the floor 
for over a decade,” Neudorf says. “Calgarians 
deserve representation within Government 
and ought to play a significant role in the 
formation of national policy. Paul Martin’s 
focus on the west has presented Calgary with a golden opportunity.” 


ee LES = 
Outlooks contributor and 

Liberal candidate for Calgary 
North Centre, Lorne Neudorf 


Considered fiscally responsible and socially progressive, Neudorf is a strong propo- 
nent of publicly funded healthcare and education. He also has a strong commitment to 
same-sex rights and concerns facing the gay and lesbian community. “Issues that have 
generated much controversy, such as same-sex marriage and pension rights for same-sex 
partners, are not about ‘special rights’, they are about equality. This equality is guaran- 
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NATHAN “AKEs UP 
DAN GIBSON ON HIS 
INVITE TO CATCH A 
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BEADES, GETTING ME 
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JUNE ANDREWS 
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ZL CAN BELIAIE 
T'M GONNA See DAN “ THE MAN” 
GiB6ON, NAKEP, IN THE LOCKER _y 
ROOM. I GET HE HAS A BIG BAT: 


GoONtr you care! PAN is A 
REALLY Nice Guy. I DON'T WANT 
HIM THINKING THAT WE'RE A 
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FAGS WHO JUST WANT TO GeT 
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teed to every 
Canadian under the 
Charter, and | will 
strongly defend that,” 
he says. 


CALGARY—NOSE HILL 


Neudorf is facing a 
contested nomination 
battle in the new 
riding. Residents of 
Calgary North Centre 
can attend and vote at 
a nomination meeting * 
to be held in late a bp eM 5, 
February. The bound. ees 
aries of the riding Gl 
extend north of the 
Bow River running 
east of Crowchild Trail 
and west of Deerfoot 
Trail. Calgary North 
Centre encompasses 
part of the old Calgary 
Centre riding that will 
be vacated by Joe 
Clark. You can find out 
more information on 
Lorne’s campaign by 
logging onto his website at: www.lorneneudorf.com. W 


CALGARY NORTHEAST 
CALGARY-NORD-EST 


CALGARY WEST 
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wouur You SHUT UP ?!! see? tMATIS 
EXACTLY WHY Z DIDN'T WANT TO 

BRING You HERE. T WAVE FIFTEEN 

FRIENDS, ALL OF EM BASEBALL FANS. 
AIT NO--YOU, RIcHARD, MY BEST 
FRIEND-- BEGGED me 70 Come. 
AND You PROMISED To BE Good. 


Do you want a relationship based on 


LOVE AND RESPECT 
FEAR AND OBLIGATION? 


DAN, THis is MY FRIEND 
RICHARD. 


VLG. C .R’s Survey (2008) suggests 
that 41% of men have experienced or 


perpetrated acts of violence in their 


CHEALSEABOYS. COM 


26% of these called friends for advice. 
You may be that friend. 


Do you know how to help? 


Crisis Lines: 
Men’s Helpline (403) 266-4357 
Domestic Conflict Unit (Police): 
Christina Rivard (403) 206-8338 
Calgary Communities Against Sexual 
Abuse (CCASA) (403) 237-5888 
Shelter: 

Wheatlands Community 

Crisis Shelter (403) 934-6634 
V.1.G.0.R. Working Community: 
Jane M. Oxenbury, M.Ed., C.Psych. 
(403) 255-7004 


DEREK TETER's Jockstrar! 
L stove Iv out oF nis weKer! 


© 2004 HANSON+ NEUWIRTH 
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OUTLGEQKS February 2004 


OUTLOOKS CLASSIFIEDS 


202 


100 - Employment 
office 101 
domestic 102 
trades 103 
service industry 104 
work wanted 105 
help wanted 106 
gardening services 107 
salespersons wanted 108 
retail salesperson 109 


200 - Real Estate 
homes and condos 
for sale 201 
homes, apartments, and 
suites for rent 202 
shared accommoda- 
tions 203 
accommodations 204 
accommodations 
wanted 205 
vacation rentals 206 


office space for rent 207 
Real Estate Agent 208 


300 - For Sale 
automobiles 301 
home furnishings 302 
antiques and artworks 
303 
computers 304 
general and miscella- 
neous 305 
garage sales 306 
pets 307 


400 - Personals 
massage 401 
friends 402 
models 403 
dating services 404 
announcements 405 
phone lines 406 
general 407 
health services 408 
personal services 409 
personal growth 410 
Escorts 41] 
Erotic Body Massage 412 
women’s services 413 


500 - 


birthdays 501 
anniversary 502 
obituary 503 
in memoriam 504 
notices 505 
general 507 
lost & found 508 
services 509 
weddings 510 


600 - Travel 
accommodations 601 
travel Alberta 602 
travel BC 603 
camping 604 
travel international 605 
general 606 


700- Business 
services 701 
business opportunity 702 
computer rental 703 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forwar 


OUTLEQKS 
ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING: 
CHEQUES/MONEY ORDERS 


Diners Club 
International’ 


enRoute 


to the advertiser. 


suites for rent 


Surrey Village Tower 
Beautiful concrete hi-rise. Excellent 
location, close to shopping malls, parks 
and skytrain. Beautiful suites, gorgeous 
views and sunsets. Studios, one & two 
bedrooms. Whirlpool, sauna, tennis. 
Please call to arrange a viewing. 
(604) 589-3930 or (604) 589-3960 


203 
shared accommodation 


Shared Accommodations 1/2 duplex 
$360/mth 1/2 utilities, - close to 
Children’s Hospital. Clean, Offstreet 
parking, W/D. Clean, employed respon- 
sible male. Paul 403-860-7659. 
Available February Ist. 


Looking for F/M for shared accommo- 
dation, furnished bedroom, 6 appliances, 
non-smoker, mature, must like cats, 
Glenbrook (S.W.) area, close to bus stop/ 
amenities, references required, $350 inc. 
utilities, $350 DD, call Karol @ 403- 
243-9689. 


Share clean, quiet, comfy home with 
middle age man in N.W. Calgary. 
Responsible, working or retired M/F of 
similar age prefered. $375/mth, 403- 
275-1337. 


Responsible employed roomate to 
share downtowm Townhome $500 a 
month rent & DD. Includes outdoor 
pool, exercise room, huge bedroom, with 
walk-in closet. Cable and even washer / 
dryer, Call 403-827-4366 or 403-287- 
1888 and leave message; available 
anytime. 


204 


accommodation 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 

Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 
Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
}Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: O11 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 
222-0999. 
boana @ pynet.com.mx 


www.boana.net 
One block 
from gay beach. Each unit has one 
bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch- 
enette, living room, balcony, air- 
conditioning. Maid service. Gay 
Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open 
daily 9am-Spm (CT), 


Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


Lodging 


Bed and Breakfast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER 7 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-O1t 


:/ WWW. TISTREET. COM 
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\NBOW Pp, 
es centres 


2nd Floor 
1229 - 16 Ave SW, Calgary 
(403) 266-5685 rpride@telus.net 


y Adult Videos and Toys 

v Aromas - from $12.95 

v Lubes - over 15 varieties 
v Unique Greeting Cards 

v Magazines and Posters 
v Pride Jewelry & Gifts, CDs 


Mon - Sat: 11 am to 10 pm 
Sun & Holidays: 12 noon to 6 pm 


Best Video and DVD 
for sale and rent! New 
releases and hard to 
find classics. 


EXPRESS 
VIDEO 


#202, 11745 Jasper Ave., 
Edmonton,AB TSK ONS. 
Ph:780-482-7480. 


E-mail: exec.express @shaw.ca 


WE TAKE PRIDE IN BEING YOUR 
SOURCE FOR GAY PRODUCTS FOR 
24 YEARS. 


Rent: VHS or DVD 
$4.00 each or 3 for $10.00 
All four night rentals 
Buy: DVDs - $29.95, buy one get one FREE 
VHS - All boxed originals as low as $7.95ea 


ADULT DEPOT 


North South 
524A 6th Ave. S.E. 626 - 58 Ave. S.E. 
(403) 264-7399 (403) 258-2777 
Online at www.adultdepotstore. 


401 


MAN TO MAN By college 
student 22 years old. Downtown - private, 
clean & safe. In calls - downtown hotels 
OK. Call for appointment. Joe (403) 508- 
2641 


© Professional & 
: Relaxation zB 
a Massage . 
Male to Male : 
Fd by Appointment Only 3 
. 10 years experience e 
5 Yogassage, Swedish, Shiatsu, 
s Tantric, Healing Hands Ee 
SS Daniel (403) 510-7572 
5 http://zaplin.com/maletomale 

SeORBSBEROREBIAI BIRR 2 


Relaxing Full Body Massage 
Call Sean (403) 863-8461 


402 


friends 


Honest Ghanian Gay, 27 who is 
looking for Canadian gay guy for 
friendship. I am looking for a real guy 
and also 100% gay. Write to me, 
Muntaei Ahuy, Box #148 Sunyani B/A 
Ghana , W/A or phone: 0023361 
24773. 


LOOK AT THIS 

Nice looking Calgary guy, slim 5°7”, 
145 Ibs. Nice body, Top, can Bottom. 
Open minded, discreet, willing to try 
anything. 43. Looking for buddies, 
friends, good times and for sure more! 
You won't be disappointed. All 
answered. Don’t miss this. Reply 
#0101 


Ghanaian guy of 21 years of age 
searching for a penfriend all over the 
world. No age limit. I am kind, honest 
and a nice looking boy of course, under- 
standing, active and attractive. Write to 
me and you are assured of excellent 
reply, I promise you I will never let you 
down. If possible send photo. Salu 
Jafaru - P.O, Box 148 Sunyani - Brong - 
Ahafo, Ghana-West-Africa. 


Russian boy in Cyprus, 29, 5°11, 
looks younger, normal build, brown 
eyes and brown hair, good looking, 
educated, romantic, tender, longs to find 
a faithful boyfriend from anywhere for 
a long-term relationship and great love. 
I want to share my life with you, to be 
with you in good and bad times to give 


you all my feelings. Christian gays and 
gays with spiritual values are very 
welcome to write me! Don’t waste your 
and my time if you’re interested in fun 
without obligations. I want to marry the 
right person. Call Yuri. 
Cell phone number 011-357 
99909186. 
E-mail: tchaikovsky @newmail.ru 


GWM, 42 Y.O. Brazilian, masculine 
hairy top, average (Spanish-Italian) 
look, HIV-FREE, w/ very good 
level/background, into FOOT & 
TICKLE fetishes (NO PERVERT) 
seeks 30-40 uneffeminate blonde, non- 
slim (=stocky/stud/chubby), ND/NS/N 


tattoo/N piercing, 
caring/cuddlish/supportive, broad- 
minded, balanced & mature, 


bottom/versatile, ticklish LIFETIME 
PARTNER to build 100% monogamic, 
serious & lasting relationship. Write to 
Marc, P.O. Box 3670, BR 20001-970, 
Rio, Brazil. 


Are you looking for a new guy in the 
scene? A 27 year-old gay guy. 5°8” tall, 
65kg, single, submissive, non-scene, 
serious, well built, committed, 
bottom/passive, versatile in bed. Active 
gay men, gay-priest and/or she-male 
who understands committment to corre- 
spond to. Send photo, phone number 
and contact address to explore the 
possibilities of meeting. 

E.K. BOAKYE-ANDOH, P.O. Box 
2291, Sunyani - B/A. 


Good-looking, honest, 
kind, trustworthy 27 year F 
old boy, 177/71, University 
Educated, with sporty body 
looking for serious man for 
long-term relationship or 


for good meetings. Please 
enclose picture with your 
response if possible. 

Fedor Belokon, P.O. 
Box 122, Kiev-58, 03058, Ukraine. 


Wealthy mid-forties gay man. In 
good shape. Looking for young man 18- 
25 who wants to be treated royally. 
Must be cute and fun. Reply #0502 


Meet that special someone... take outa 
Classified ad in Outlooks 


404 


dating services 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us 
free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


RRENT DEADLINE February 20th, 2004 


CC 
comme this form and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 5. 


OUTLOQKS CLASSIFIED ORDE! : Alll ads placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


Pa 1 | ee | (a 


Please place my ad in Category # 
Please add the following headline to my ad 


($10.00 extra): First 25 Words: $20.00 
NAME: $10.00 
a oe Ee 
ADDRESS: Headline: $10.00 
ae | ad |. | |e 
ar as oe a #1800 
PROVINCE/STATE: Border Around Ad:$15.00 
CODE: E ADDITIONAL 25 WORDS (10.00 CHARGE) Reply Number Forwarding: 
Da PHONE a oe 
HOME PHONE: SUBTOTAL per month: 
sm oteueetiaricavcuseene™? _ |_NSRAE) e] [a aan | [i ecenecy 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 6 issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
EXPIRY DATE: ADD 7% GST: 
SIGNATURE: La | || ee 
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‘Local - Live : Now 
MEN for MEN 


Calgary 403-261-2100 
Vancouver 
604-257-5555 
Edmonton * 
780-490-2299 ‘ 
Toronto s 
416-915-4545 & 
Call Toll FREE 1-888-399-MALE =o) 
(a@] FREE = 

TRIAL Biieselg 

Use Code: 3901 ma) 


1-900-451-3800 ($1.99/min) 18+ wovw.interactiveMale.com. 


general personals 


immigration 
is for lovers! 


We are proud of our 

ever-growing family of 

delighted gay and 

lesbian couples united at 

home in Canada, and 

one of the highest 

success rates with same 

sex couples. Canada’s new immigration 
regulations make expert guidance even more 
important than ever. Avoid time delaying and 
costly mistakes by working closely with a 
former Canadian Immigration and 
Citizenship Officer and friendly staff. We offer 
a full range of Immigration and Citizenship 
services: visa extensions, work and study 
permits, family sponsorship, and 
independent applications. Let us be your 
personal guide, providing professional care 
from start to finish. 

We only work with clients who we feel 
have the best chance of success. 

“Your staff are true professionals and always 
willing to help” FT. 

Call us today to discuss your situation. 
FERREIRA-WELLS 
IMMIGRATION SERVICES 
538 St. Clair Ave. West, Toronto 
ON M6C 1A4 (at St Clair West subway) 
416-651-8889 
email: info@immigrationservices.ca 
www.immigrationservices.ca 
Director, Organization of Professional 
Immigration Consultants 


TORONTO SEXY BLONDE 19 

Year old university student. smooth 
swimmers body. 671” tall, 9” cut 
thick. 31” waist, in great shape. Call 
(416) 697-2856 or e-mail: 
jared_6_@hotmail.com 


Please support 
our advertisers. 


They make Outlooks 
possible. 


In Calgary Once Per Month 
Sexy, smooth-chested, muscular 
escort. Attention-getting good 
looks and hard in all the right places. 
Friendly, versatile, fantastic kisser 
and available for travel. 28 years old, 
6’, 175lbs, 42” chest, 32” waist, 15” 
arms, 7”X5”, unbelievable butt! 

1-604-813-2323 


602 


travel Alberta 


Northernlights B&B 
EDMONTON 
Swimming pool and Antique rooms 
TV/VCR (780) 483-1572 
www.nlightsbnb.com 
email nlight69@hotmail.com 


Calgary's Favorite Gay B&B 


www.thefoxwood.com 


Great House, 


Great Location, The ib es 
Great Hosts! FéxwooD 


Te Pere UE GER RET) & BREAKFAST 


Phon 44-8693 


Proudly Supporting: 
ARGRA, Apollo. Calgary Men's Chorus, 
Pride Calgary and of course Outlooks 


Buy, Sell or Trade 


Take outa 


classified ad in 
Outlooks 


www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer 


for 
Lichtenstein’s horoscopes 
Gay Love Signs, Closets in your Chart 
Stonewall horoscope 


This site offers easy to order 
personal readings by Madam L 


jo} |<] ]—]o] 2/0) 


Crossword solution... 
Puzzie on page 21 


www .zaplin 


CALGARY EAGLE 


424a 8th Ave SE, 
Catgary, Alberta, 
.com/calgaryeagle 
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BAR & GRILL 


Phone (403) 263-5847 


ALBERTA 


a 
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toll free 1-877-882-2011 


the telequide to the Gay & Lesbian Covrvarwnesreftey 


CALGARY 

Community Groups 

Apollo Friends in Sports, GLBT...... 
Buck Naked Boys Club....... 2 


Camp 181- Women's Social Group Age 


Children Need Support Too 

Gay Teachers and Friends...... 
GLC SA rere es ane rae sent ae Beares 
Integrity....... 

Men's Project. 

Metropolitan Community Church 


Outlooks Millennium Community Foundation..........-.-- 


Pride Calgary.. 

Rocky Mountain Cruisers Car Club 
SHARP Foundation Soe 
Speak Sebastian........-.-..- 
Stepping Out....... 

The Verge. 

AIDS Calgary.. 

Prime Timers Calgary... 


CALGARY 

Businesses 

17 St Lodging.........-)-4.4-+- 

Rainbow Destinations.. 

Money-Pennies aA 
Randy Harris, Clinical Social Worker. 
The Calgary Eagle.. é 

Conference Centre at Country Gardens 
Enstasy Counselling Services. 


EDMONTON 
Corrnuny, roti. 
Dignity... x 

GLCCE.. 

Kairos House 

Men's Support Group.. 
Outreach (U of A). erase Mee 
PFLAG efi 


Outlooks presents 


Stepping Out 
Xtension 2400 


Canada’s only gay dinner club 


Enstasy Counselling Services 
Xtension 2442 


Police Liaison Committee 2038 
Prime Timers of Edmonton ; 2044 
The Edmonton Vocal Minority. F 2053 
Curling with pride.......---- E 2057 


EDMONTON 


Businesses 
Cosmetics by Karen.. 
The Fly Bar.. 


LETHBRIDGE 


AIDS Connection Society. 
GALA/LA 


MEDICINE HAT 
SOS for LesBiGay youth 
PFLAG Medicine Hat 

LGBT Society of Medicine Hat 


Sponsored by 


Calgary:(403) 777-9494 
Edmonton:(780) 413-7122 


Calgary Eagle 
Xtension 2451 


GLCSA 
Xtension 2052 


Gay Teachers and Friends 
Xtension 2019 
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Raw Material 


From: Hot House Video 


A Mans Tail 


From: Rascal Video 


Featuring: Mark Baxter, Adriano Marquez, Luc Russell, 
Hunter Scott, Steve O'Donnell, Kyle Brandon, Sean Dickson, Kurt 
Houston, Rick Matthews, Todd Gibbs 

Running Time: 80 minutes 


On a hot summer day in Northern California, the lumberjacks 
working in the Russian River redwood forest are feeling the effects of hard 
labour and have to take periodic water breaks. When Mark and Todd stop 
their truck for refreshments, the heat also requires removing some clothin 
for extra relief from the sun's fierce rays. Their hot blood takes over an 
very soon their passion for each other is obvious. The heavy equipment on 
their truck is nothing compared to the equipment these two are carrying, 
and the term “packing heat” takes on a new meaning. Todd’s lean, muscular 
body and blond hair contrast with Mark’s stocky, muscular build and jet- 
black locks. Opposites attract and these two working men have an obvious 
attraction to each other. At the rear of the truck, the hydraulic lifting equip- 
ment and safety harness provide an opportunity for some truly unique 
positions and sex aids for making love. Lumberjacks are obviously 
“sexperts” when it comes to getting it on in the woods. 

Back at the sawmill in the warehouse, the heat of the day is also 
stirring up some hot-blooded passion with the workers. Andriano hides in 
a corner behind the shelves and decides it’s time for some personal stress 
relief, but Luc is returning from the washroom and, when he hears sounds 
of ecstasy, spots the solo action. He beckons to his buddy and coworker 
Hunter to join him in his voyeurism, and the ensuing threesome is hot 


Featuring: Joe Foster, Matt Summers, Alex LeMonde, Anthony Shaw, 
Fippe Romano, Nick Piston, Alex Leon, Brad Benton 
unning Time: | 10 minutes 


Everyone is familiar with the old myth about mermaids, but have you 
heard the one about the merman? If you haven't, then it’s time you watch 
this movie to find out for yourself what Heppe when a hunky, blond god 
(complete with a fish’s tail) emerges from the ocean looking for love. Of 
course, the beaches of Fort Lauderdale could be the only appropriate 
setting for this new gay myth and Chi Chi LaRue makes this story of love, 
relationships and sex the stuff of legends—or at least enough for the locals 
to gossip about! 

This fishy fairy tale begins with Alex LeMonde and Joe Foster living 
fap together at Pineapple Point Guesthouse in Fort Lauderdale, in a 
relationship that has lasted a long time. However, horse-hung Alex cannot 
resist the temptation to share his ten inches with the other staff and guests 
at the hotel. He needs the ego gratification and sense of pride when other 
men worship his body. Poor Joe is beginning to feel like a cum rag, especially 
when he sees Alex making out in a guestroom with a stranger, Matt 
Summers. Joe finds himself wondering why he remains in the relationship, 
o* more emotional abuse with every day that the couple stays together. 

ong walks along the beach and plteis watching the ocean waves hel 
Joe to think his problem through to a logical conclusion—perhaps life 
without Alex might not be so bad. His thoughts are interrupted when a 
blond “god” surfaces from underwater and smiles at him before disap- 
pearing in the crest of a wave. On several occasions, Joe experiences this 


Sete to spark a fire amongst all the wood around them! 

n the front_office, a different kind of mill worker is waiting for his 
lunch to arrive. Cute, young blond Steve is working at his desk when his 
boyfriend, Kyle, arrives with a brown bag luncheon. Steve works too many 
hours at the mill and Kyle never gets to see him at home. This luncheon 
proves that an office desk can be used for pleasure as well as work. 

The back streets of the town of Guernville provide the perfect place 
for a young environmentalist to distribute posters for a “Save the Forest” 
campaign. Young Todd is busy with his tape and posters when a couple of 
local off-duty lumberjacks decide to put a stop to his efforts. The chase 
ends up in an abandoned building and Todd soon finds himself in hot water. 
Raw Material handily proves that the life of a woodsman is often more than 
just working with an axe—be sure to check it out if you want some “wood” 
of your own! 


Review sponsored by Rainbow Pride Resource Centre, 
2nd Floor, 1229 16 Avenue S.W. Calgary 
Ph: (403) 266-5685 


RATING: out oF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC: kkk SET: ek 
BODIES: ek ek STORY: *kk 
ACTION SCENES: tk kkk 


appar sen but thinks he’s daydreaming about the solution to the problems 
in his love life. 

Around the resort, the guests and staff are aware that Joe is unhappy, 
but they also realize that Alex’s escapades demonstrate he is oblivious to 
the pendin seneeacon of his relationship. He continues to hop in and 
out of bed with whomever he can, as often as possible, showing off his 
magnificent gift from God. 

Eventually, the merman sheds his tail temporarily and develops land 
legs in order to pursue Joe, the handsome man who has been watching him 
from afar. The merman quickly learns the ways of humans and finds Joe 
alone and vulnerable. In his naiveté, this blond hunk seduces Joe and their 
love affair is underway. Can a human and an ocean creature really survive 
together? This tall tale reveals all and love overcomes every obstacle. A 
Man’s Tail is available on DVD with extra scenes and outtakes with its 
gorgeous cast. 

Review sponsored by Express Video, 
#202-11745 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, (780) 482-7480 
Email: exec.express@shaw.ca 


RATING: out oF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC: tek kok SET: tok ok 
BODIES: tok toh STORY: totckde 
ACTION SCENES: +t 


YOONER SPECIAL 365 DAYS A YEAR 
S@MET HINGHOT IN WINTER 


OPEN 24 HOURS 
‘7 DAYS A WEEK 
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seLine: 


Cruiseline is a division of Pink Triangle Press, a gay-operated not for profit company. For more information about Cruiseline, call our helpful 24-hour Customer Service at 1-877-882-2005 


Local-Live-N 
Vancouver 604-257-5555 _. 


Victoria 

250-220-1000 
Edmonton 
780-490-2299 
Calgary 
403-261-2100 
Winnipeg 
204-480-0100 
Saskatoon 
306-374-8181 
Regina 
306-347-0000 
Toronto 
416-915-4545 


Hamilton 
905-297-4545 


Call Toll FREE 1-888-399-MALE 


FREE 
TRIAL 
Use Code: 1501 


